ADAM NAMES THE ANIMALS

Bemidbar Rabbah 19.3 (ed. Vilna):!
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When the Holy One, blessed be He, sought to create Adam, He took counsel with the ministering
angels. He said to them, ‘Let us create Adam in our image’ (Gen 1:26). They responded before Him, ‘Of
what (use) is Adam that You should take heed of him?” (Ps 8:5). He answered them, ‘Adam, whom |
intend to create, shall possess wisdom greater than yours!” What did He do? He brought in all the cattle,
wild beasts, and birds, and paraded them before them (i.e., the angels). He asked, ‘What are the names of
these (things)?” They did not know.? After He had created Adam, He paraded them before him. He asked,
‘What are the names of these (things)?’ He said, ‘It would be good to call this one “bull,” and this one
“lion,” and this one “horse,” and this one “donkey,” and this one “camel,” and this one “vulture,”” as
scripture attests: ‘And Adam pronounced (their) names’ (Gen 2:20).2 He asked him, ‘And you, what is
your name?” He answered Him, ‘Adam.” Why? ‘Because | was created from the ground ("adamah).” The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, ‘As for Me, what is My name?’ He answered Him, ‘The Lord
("adonai).” Why? ‘Because You are lord ("adon) over all created entities.” For this reason scripture states:

‘I am the Lord; it is My name (hu’ shemi)’ (Isa 42:8)—it is My name (hu’ shemi) which Adam named Me!

! Parallel versions of this legend are found in Gen. Rab. 17.4 (ed. Theodor-Albeck, 155-56); Pesiq. Rab
Kah. 4.3 (ed. Mandelbaum, 1:60-61); Pesiq. Rab. §14.

2 Cf. Q 2:30-32.

3 Cf. Q 2:33.



