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 Language, Gender and Power
Katherine Stephenson Assignment on Feminist Dictionaries






Compare the 3 feminist dictionaries on reserve by Maggio (PE 1689 M23 1989), Kramarae and Treichler (HQ1115 K73 1985), and Daly (HQ1115 D34 1987)*, in that order.  These books are also available at Barnes and Nobles.  I highly recommend that you work with other class members on this assignment.  Comment on (i.e., don't just summarize; analyze):

1) the goals of each dictionary as stated by the author(s)

2) specific entries which for you exemplify the goals of the dictionary (bring a copy  


for the professor and one for each member of the class) 

3) which one you would choose, if you could only choose one, to give to a family member 

or friend, and why

4) which one you would choose, if you could only choose one, to use in a language and 


gender course, and why

To help you in your analysis of these dictionaries, consult the following (Moodle2):

Ch. 6 of Cameron's Feminism and Linguistic Theory (P120 S48 C35 1992)

Frank and Treichler's Language, Gender, and Professional Writing (PE1460 F64):

“From Discourse to Dictionary” (51-79)

Check “Author and Name Index” for authors of feminist dictionaries and “Subject    


Index’ for dictionary titles for pertinent passages

Hedley's “Surviving to Speak New Language: Mary Daly and Adrienne Rich” 

Daly's Gyn/Ecology (on reserve: HQ1154 D312 1990):

“Preface” (to the first edition) 

“Introduction: The Metapatriarchal Journey of Exorcism and Ecstasy” (defines 



major terms she uses, like Background and foreground, and, in the section 


“The Purpose, the Method, the Style of this Book,” provides useful 



descriptions of and justifications for how she plays with language--e.g., 



neologisms, hyphenating words, unusual capitalization, etc.)

Ch. 8: “Spooking: Exorcism, Escape, and Enspiriting Process” (provides critique 



of passive voice, masculine generic, “cripping of thinking--mindbending--by 


lack of words,” etc.)

Bring to class the written outline of your analysis, which you will have included in your journal entry.  In class, you will divide into groups for 20 minutes to compare analyses and sample entries and to decide which members will present which points and which entries.  Then one group will present their analysis to the other group(s), which will respond to each point made.  

* Maggio, Rosalie.  The Nonsexist Word Finder: A Dictionary of Gender‑Free Usage.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1987.  

PE1689 M23  

Kramarae, Cheris, and Paula A Treichler, eds.  A Feminist Dictionary.  Boston: Pandora Press, 1985.    
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HQ1115 K73  

Daly, Mary, with Jane Caputi. Webster's First New Intergalactic Wickedary of the English Language.  Boston: Beacon, 1987.

ISBN 0‑8070‑6733‑4
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