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Questions for Week 12 readings.  These are some of the questions we will discuss in class.  Your journal entries do not have to focus on them in detail, or even separately.  They are provided primarily to guide you in your reading, help you focus on the material most pertinent to our class, and prepare your discussion of the texts.  

Nov. 05  THE DISCURSIVE CONSTRUCTION AND TRANSGRESSION OF GENDER I


Motschenbacher,  Language, Gender and Sexual Identity: Poststructuralist perspectives, Ch.1 Introduction: “Poststructuralist perspectives on language, gender and sexual identity” (1-4), Ch. 2 “Queer Linguistics” (5-19) [Moodle2]

Girshick, Transgender Voices: Beyond Women and Men, Introduction: “Identity Boxes” (1-23), Ch. 1 “The Social Construction of Biological Facts (23-50), Ch. 2 “Self-Definition: 
Birth through Adolescence” ( 51-68), Ch. 3 “Constructing the Self: Options and 
Challenges” (69-97), Ch. 5 “Gender Policing” (133-53), Epilogue: “Gender Liberation” (179-189), Glossary (201-207)

https://librarylink.uncc.edu/login?url=http://muse.jhu.edu/books/9781584658382

Nagoshi et al., Gender and Sexual Identity: Transcending Feminist and Queer Theory, Ch. 1 “Overview” (1-14), Ch. 2 “Feminist and Queer Theories: The Response to the Social Construction of Gender” (15-30), Ch. 4 “The 
Qualitative Approach to Socially Constructed Identities” (55-60), Ch. 5 “Transgender and Trans-identity Theory” (73-90), Ch. 7 “Intersectionality and Narratives of Lived Experiences” (107-111, 115-119), Ch. 11 “Conclusions” (177-190)

https://librarylink.uncc.edu/login?url=http://link.springer.com/openurl?genre=book&isbn=978-1-4614-8965-8
Motschenbacher,  Language, Gender and Sexual Identity: Poststructuralist perspectives, Ch. 1 Introduction: “Poststructuralist perspectives on language, gender and sexual identity” (1-4), Ch. 2 “Queer Linguistics” (5-19)
1. What are the 3 points of criticism against poststructuralist approaches and Queer

Linguistics that Motschenbacher identifies, and how does he refute them? 

2. How does he contextualize Queer Theory?  What issues does he see it as addressing and what kinds of things does it allow theorists to critique, analyze and explain?  

3. Which 3 theorists does he identify as central to Queer Theory and why?
4. How does he explain that heteronormativity concerns everybody?
Girshick, Transgender Voices: Beyond Women and Men, and Nagoshi et al., Gender and Sexual Identity: Transcending Feminist and Queer Theory
5. You're going to compare these two texts that present the results of empirical research projects on trans identities.  Be able to briefly describe the goals of the projects, what the authors hoped to prove or reveal through their analyses, and what they see as their results.  
6. Compare the 2 glossaries (that of Nagoshi et al. is in their Ch. 1 “Overview”) and what the authors have to say about why they are needed.  Do you think one of them is more successful or appropriate, and why? 
7. Both texts rely considerably on poststructuralist and postmodern theories.  Give some examples of how they mobilize these theories and what they allow them to do.
