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Questions for Week 13 readings.  These are some of the questions we will discuss in class.  Your journal entries do not have to focus on them in detail, or even separately.  They are provided primarily to guide you in your reading, help you focus on the material most pertinent to our class, and prepare your discussion of the texts.  

Nov. 12  THE DISCURSIVE CONSTRUCTION AND TRANSGRESSION OF GENDER II

Enke, Transfeminist Perspectives in and beyond Transgender and Gender Studies, Introduction: “Transfeminist Perspectives” (1-15), “Note on Terms and Concepts” (16-20), Part I “‘This Much Knowledge’: Flexible Epistemologies”: Ch. 1 “Gender/Sovereignty” (23-33), Ch. 2 “‘Do These Earrings Make Me Look Dumb?’ Diversity, Privilege, and Heteronormative Perceptions of Competence within the Academy” (34-44), Ch. 3 “Trans. Panic. Some Thoughts toward a Theory of Feminist Fundamentalism” (45-59),  Ch. 4“The Education of Little Cis: Cisgender and the Discipline of Opposing Bodies” (60-77)

https://librarylink.uncc.edu/login?url=http://muse.jhu.edu/books/9781439907481
Enke, Transfeminist Perspectives in and beyond Transgender and Gender Studies, Introduction: “Transfeminist Perspectives” (1-15), “Note on Terms and Concepts” (16-22), Part I “‘This Much Knowledge’: Flexible Epistemologies”: Ch. 1 “Gender/Sovereignty” (23-33)
Questions everyone will prepare:

1. Explain the title and the author's explanation of the discourses she is putting into conversation in the text.   

2. What pertinent change in nomenclature over the last two decades does Enke remark upon?  for Transgender Studies?  does he contextualize Queer Theory?  What issues does he see it as addressing and what kinds of things does it allow theorists to critique, analyze and explain?  

3. What arguments does Enke make for Transgender Studies?  ?
4. What are the kinds of questions Enke says need to be addressed by academia and theorists?
5. How does Enke argue for the term transfeminist?  
6. How does Enke provide a historical approach to trans terminologies and usages?  Compare the  glossaries and rationales of Nagoshi et al. and of Gerschick to Enke's.  The point here is not to take sides but to articulate a general rationale for the revision of language in light of the recent visibility of gender-transgressive identities and transgender issues.  How does this correlate to the feminist revisions of language we've studied?
7. Be able to explain the titles and summarize the main focus of Parts I-III of the text and draw up a list of the specific kinds of issues they deal with, as detailed in the book's Introduction.  
Individual assignments: 

Each student will choose one of the chapters in Parts II and III to outline in their journal and present to the class.  Be sure to focus on the premise of, main issues in, and theories used in the chapter, with a few illustrations.  Try to relate the chapter to the rest of the text and to others texts we have read and theories we have studied.  Students will choose among Ch. 5, Ch. 6, Ch. 7, Ch. 10 and Ch. 11.  
