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LANGUAGE AND THE SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED SELF


Baker, Sexed Texts, Ch. 9: Conclusion (251-264) [Moodle2]


Crawford, Talking Difference, Preface (xi-xiii), Chs. 1 (1-21) & 6 (170-80) [Moodle2] 
Eckerd and McConnell-Ginet, “Think Practically, Look Locally” (432-460) [Moodle2]


Hall and Bucholtz, Gender Articulated, “Introduction” (1-22) [Moodle2]


Bucholtz, Liang, and Sutton, Reinventing Identities: The Gendered Self in Discourse, 


Series Forward (vii-viii), “Bad Examples: Transgression and Progress in 



Language and Gender Studies” (3-24) [Moodle2]
http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu/faculty/bucholtz/sites/secure.lsit.ucsb.edu.ling.cms_bucholtz/files/docs/publications/Bucholtz1999-BucholtzLiangSutton.pdf

Watson and Shaw, Performing American Masculinities: The 21st-Century Man in 


Popular Culture, Introduction “From Seinfeld To Obama: Millennial 



Masculinities In Contemporary American Culture” (1-5), Ch. 3 “The Might of the 


Metrosexual: How a Mere Marketing Tool Challenges Hegemonic Masculinity” (58-


75), Ch. 9 “Do You Have What It Takes to Be a Real Man?”: Female-to-Male 


Transgender Embodiment and the the Politics of the “Real” in A Boy Named Sue 


and Body Alchemy (192-231)
 

http://muse.jhu.edu.librarylink.uncc.edu/books/9780253000842


Reading Guidelines: http://languages.uncc.edu/people/ksstephe/mals/LGPwk13qst.doc
Baker, Sexed Texts, Ch. 9: Conclusion (251-264) [Moodle2]


1.  How does Baker situate, provide a context for, his conclusion?  

2.  How does he suggest that hegemonic masculinity has been challenged and responded to that challenge in recent decades?  In what ways does he suggest it will continue to thrive?
3.  How have non-hegemonic identities and discourses fared in challenging hegemonic masculinity?  

4.  What does Baker offer as a fairer gender/sexuality system and how does he caution us in applying theory to bring about such a system?  In other words, what limitations does he see regarding theory?  
5.  What does Baker see as the promising aspects of postmodernism, postfeminism [!] and poststructuralism?  What does he further caution us to pay attention to and to address?  

6.  Be able to explain what the linguistic phenomena he summarizes as having used in his analyses mean or to describe how they are used: lexis, collocation, metaphor, agency, passivisation, nominalisation, implicature, problem-solving patterns, irony, sentence structure.  

7.  What does he remark upon and suggest in ending the book?  

Crawford, Talking Difference, Preface (xi-xiii), Chs. 1 (1-21) & 6 (170-80) [Moodle2] 

8.  What does Crawford indicate she critiques and explores in her book?  What does she say about disciplinary boundaries?  What is her specific focus and how does she justify it?  

9.  What are the various elements of Crawford's description of difference theories in language and gender and their consequences?  Why must this type of research be "reframed and reformulated" (2) and how does Crawford suggest that be done?  What does her critique and reformulation allow to emerge and to be addressed?
10.  In her conclusion, how does she indicate that the social constructionist view of language supplies a corrective to research on language and gender?  
11.  What are her suggestions for theory and methodology in the field?

12.  How does Crawford suggest we apply Fine and Gordon's "four new ways of learning about women" (175)?  And how does she analyze the importance of language and the social constructionist view for feminist social change projects?  
Eckerd and McConnell-Ginet, “Think Practically, Look Locally” [Moodle2]

13.  What do the authors identify as the principal problem in language and gender research?

They critique the main trends in the field and come to what conclusion about them?  

14.  What view do they encourage in research?  In other words, be able to explain the title of the article and the their use of the concept of communities of practice.  
15.  Rather than abstracting gender from social practice, how do they suggest we focus on gender in its full complexity?  What consequences does this have for how research should be conducted?  
Hall and Bucholtz, Gender Articulated, “Introduction” (1-22)
Bucholtz, Liang, and Sutton, Reinventing Identities: The Gendered Self in Discourse, Series 
Forward (vii-viii), “Bad Examples: Transgression and Progress in Language and Gender 
Studies” (3-24) [Moodle2]
16.  I've supplied you with an outline of the Introduction to Gender Articulated (see link above).  This text does a good job of describing the history of the field of language and gender research and of mapping out the new direction(s) the field took in the last decade or so, which the articles in the anthology illustrate.  The same could be said of the Introduction to Reinventing Identities, though it characterizes the history of the field differently.  You should do an outline of its introduction, highlighting at minimum how it characterizes the history of research in the field and what it emphasizes as the shift that the anthology represents.  Be ready to point out in class what you consider to be the most important elements of this text.  These 2 Introductions, along with the other texts for this week, provide excellent resources for your final essay exam.  

Watson and Shaw, Performing American Masculinities: The 21st-Century Man in Popular 
Culture, Introduction “From Seinfeld To Obama: Millennial Masculinities In 
Contemporary American Culture” (1-5), Ch. 3 “The Might of the Metrosexual: How a 
Mere Marketing Tool Challenges Hegemonic Masculinity” (58-75), Ch. 9 “Do You Have 
What It Takes to Be a Real Man?”: Female-to-Male Transgender Embodiment and the 
the Politics of the “Real” in A Boy Named Sue and Body Alchemy (192-231)

http://muse.jhu.edu.librarylink.uncc.edu/books/9780253000842
17.  Be able to discuss in class how this work relates to the theories and strategies covered in class and prepare a short, 10-minute presentation of one of the 2 chapters that you will do with a classmate.  Include notes for your presentation in your journal entry. 
