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Theoretical Approaches: Postmodernism's Critique Of Language, The Subject, And Power
These are some of the questions we will discuss in class.  Your journal entries do not have to focus on them in detail, or even separately.  They are provided primarily to guide you in your reading, help you focus on the material most pertinent to our class, and prepare your discussion of the texts.  

Nicholson, Feminism/Postmodernism: Introduction (1-4); Flax, Thinking Fragments: Chapter 1 (3-13) & Chapter 2 (14-15, 28-39)
1. In one sentence, define postmodernism.  What are some of the things it critiques?  Indicate a few of its premises.  
Weedon, Ch. 7, “Feminism and Postmodernism” (170-180)

2.  What problems and advantages does postmodernism pose for feminist theory?

Flax, Disputed, “Multiples: On the Contemporary Politics of Subjectivity” (92-97) 

3.  How does Flax propose we look at subjectivity and why?  Why use the term subjectivity instead of subject?
Philips, Ch. 11: “The Power of Gender Ideologies in Discourse,” (252-276), in Holmes 


and Meyerhoff The Handbook of Language and Gender 


4.  How does Philips situate the study of gender ideologies historically, and its evolution in language and gender research?  How does she say they should be studied in the future, and what justification does she give?  What does Philips add to our understanding of the Foucauldian concept of discourse?  
Meyerhoff, “Claiming a Place: Gender, Knowledge, and Authority as Emergent 



Properties,” (302-326), in Holmes and Meyerhoff The Handbook of Language 


and Gender

5.  What 3 positions does Meyerhoff take at the beginning of her chapter?  What does she mean by “emergent properties”? 

6.  What distinction does she draw between thinking of gender as emergent and gender as being fluid?  How does this relate to Flax's conceptualization of subjectivity?
Scheman, “The Body Politic/The Impolitic Body/Bodily Politics” (185-192)

7.  How does Scheman trace the relationship between concepts of the subject/subjectivity and political power?  Be able to discuss her concept of the self as “a locus of idiosyncrasy,” whereby we no longer define the self through its boundary between self and other, nor through its reduction to a body or its denial of a body.  It represents instead a move from coding bodies as (a site of) difference to seeing individuals as equally valued positions/positioning agents within a community, to focusing on the self as “a place from which one acts and interacts” distinctively, with situational and flexible boundaries. 

