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Theoretical Approaches: Language, Representation, and Poststructuralism
These questions are meant to help guide you in your reading, help you focus on the material most pertinent to our class, and prepare your discussion of the texts in class.  You may treat these questions in your journal entries or focus instead on main ideas, arguments and areas of interest you identify.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.  
Hall, Representation, Ch. 1:


1.  Be able to situate Saussure, Lévi-Strauss, Barthes, and Foucault in the history of theories of representation.  


2.  Be able to talk about/briefly describe one of the headings in this chapter (#1-3). Below is a summary of all the headings in the first half of the chapter:

Ch. 1 The Work of Representation (13-74)

1 Representation, Meaning and Language

1.1 Making meaning, representing things

1.2 Language and Representation

1.3 Sharing the Codes

1.4 Theories of Representation

1.5 The Language of Traffic Lights.

1.6 Summary

2 Saussure’s Legacy


2.1 The Social part of Language


2.2 Critique of Saussure’s model

2.3 Summary


3 From Language to Culture: Linguistics to Semiotics  


3.1 Myth today

Weedon, Ch. 5, “Discourse, Power and Resistance” (104-131)

3.  According to Foucault, how do discourses function socially?  

 
4.  Briefly describe Foucault's account of the relationship between discourses and power. 


5.  What do poststructuralist theories of discourse and power have to offer feminist theory?
Bartky, “Foucault, Femininity and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power” (103‑118)

17.  Summarize Foucault's analysis of how power in modern society appropriates the body and the mind through disciplinary practices that become institutionalized.  Be able to explain his concept of how “modern technologies of behavior are . . . oriented toward  the production of isolated and self‑policing subjects” (115).  

 
18.  What is the feminist critique of Foucault's analysis of power?

19.  What does it mean to speak of “woman as a discursive construct” and how is the disciplinary project of femininity a setup for failure according to Bartky?  

20. How does Bartky's analysis of discourse and power demonstrate that the preservation of femininity is incompatible with women's struggle for liberation?
Bucholtz, Ch. 2 “Theories of Discourse as Theories of Gender: Discourse Analysis in 


Language and Gender Studies” (43-69), in Holmes’ and Meyerhoff The 



Handbook of Language and Gender
Lakoff, Ch. 7 “Language, Gender, and Politics: Putting 'Women' and 'Power' in the Same 


Sentence” (161-178), in Holmes’ and Meyerhoff The Handbook of Language and 


Gender


21.  For these 2 texts, pull out the main point/s, how the articles rely on theories we're studying, and how they represent the evolution of the field of language and gender.  Identify the kinds of questions they present as important for research and that may help you in your research paper.  

