Language, Gender and Power (WGST6603/MALS6000)


Katherine Stephenson 

Analysis and Comparison of Tannen’s You Just Don't Understand and Elgin’s Genderspeak 

For homework, analyze the work you chose, treating the areas below:

1.  What are the author’s stated purpose and goals in writing the book?

2.  Describe the format used and rationale for this format.

3.  What are the basics of the author’s theory, and how does she support and illustrate her theory?  Provide specific illustrative examples.  

4.  Critique 1-3, making use of the Talbot and Crawford chapters and the Freed and Henley and Kramarae articles.  

5.  Who would you recommend this book to?  Why?

In class, each group will have 30 minutes to compare their analyses of the book they each worked on and prepare a presentation of that work.  Each member should be involved in the presentation, which should cover 1-5 above, with a concentration on 4.

After each presentation, the 2 groups will debate the merits and flaws of the 2 books and determine which book they would recommend to others and why.

