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In your weekly reading, pay attention to, take notes on/mark in your book, collect examples of, and be able to discuss the themes, issues, and narrative elements listed below in our analysis of the novel Native Tongue.

Organization of society:

1. Analyze the characterization of social groups (Lines/Lingoes, women of the Lines, children of the Lines, government officials, etc.) and relationships within and between groups

2. Describe the economic structure of this society

3. Analyze the organization of work in this society

Culture:

1. How is gender conceived of in this society and, conversely, how does the text represent gender

2. Identify the role of hierarchy of this society

3. What things operate as major symbols in this society and how

4. How could you characterize the “social knowledge” represented here and its institutional supports

Language:

1. What is the linguistic competence of various groups

2. Identify the various ways language is represented as functioning in this text (e.g., language as a tool to control others, as a vehicle for emotional release, etc.)

3. What is body parl and its role in this text

4. What is the role of non-verbal communication in this text

5. What are Encodings and their role in this text

6. Identify various metaphors and their function in this text

Scientific information:

1. Identify neologisms and their role in creating the text’s futuristic setting

2. What are the elements of the science of Encodings (i.e., how does Elgin lay the foundation for how they work)

