FREN 2200


French for Reading Knowledge

Ch. 16 grammar (pp. 153-157)

16.82 Subjunctive Mood: expresses conditions/actions that are uncertain or reflect a subjective attitude on the part of the speaker/writer.  Usually found in subordinate clauses when verb in main clause implies doubt, possibility, will, wish, or emotion.

A.  The present subjunctive: translate as present or future (see context for time indicators, like aujourd’hui, demain, or la semaine prochaine).

Il se peut qu’il pleuve demain.
Je veux que tu partes maintenant.
B.  Present subjunctive forms: endings same for all verbs except avoir and être; endings for regular verbs added to ils stem of present tense (e.g., finiss-ent):

-e, -es,-e, -ions, -iez, -ent
C.  Irregular present subjunctives:

1) avoir:  aie, aies, ait, ayons, ayez, aient      have, will have

    être: sois, sois, soit, soyons, soyez, soient 
be, will be; have, will have + 

   Il se peut qu’elle soit en retard.



past participle
  Il se peut qu’elle soit déjà partie.
2)  Irregular stems:

je, tu, il/elle, ils/elles

nous, vous
faire

fass-

aller

aill-




all-
savoir

sach-

devoir

doiv-




dev-
pouvoir
puiss-

prendre
prenn-



pren
tenir

tienn-




ten-
venir

vienn-




ven-
voir

voie-




voy-
vouloir
veuill-




voul-
D.  Past subjunctive: identical to passé composé in meaning; subjunctive of auxiliary verb + past participle.
Il est surpris que Jean soit parti aussi tôt.
16.83  Possessive Pronouns: 

le/la/les mien(s)/mienne(s)
mine

le/la/les nôtre(s)

ours

le/la/les tien(s)/tienne(s)

yours

le/la/les vôtre(s)

yours

le/la/les sien(s)/sienne(s)

his, hers, its
le/la/les leur(s)

theirs

16.84 The Verbs partir (to leave/depart), se servir de (to use), ~ à (to be used for):
parti; partant; partir-; part- + is; pars, pars, part, partons, partez, partent
Conjugated like partir: dormir, mentir, sentir, servir, sortir
