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Jean de La Fontaine

La Fontaine (1621-1695) is France’s Aesop, best known for his fables.  Every French person knows several of his fables by heart, having studied la Fontaine throughout their schooling.  You never know when a quote from or allusion to one of his fables will pop up.  The main characteristics of his fables are to have animals as protagonists whose interactions depict fundamental truths about human nature and society, usually encapsulated in a memorable morale.  Read the description of La Fontaine on page 293 of Panaché littéraire, 3rd ed. by Mary Baker and Jean-Pierre Cauvin (Boston: Heinle and Heinle, 1995), and the “Orientation” to “Le Loup et l’agneau” [“The Wolf and the Lamb”].  After completing the exercises on this fable, complete the following translations of “Le Loup et le chien” and “Le Corbeau et le renard,” applying what you learned from working on the first fable.  Click here for the fables.
The Wolf and the Dog

A Wolf was nothing but skin and bones;
So well did                                                                                                                                        .
This wolf came across a Dog                                                                                                            ,    
Fat/well-fed, and well-mannered, who                                                                          accidentally.

                                                                      , tear him to pieces [lit: put/divide him into quarters],
His Majesty the Wolf                                                                                                              gladly;
                                                                                                                                               to fight, 

And the guard dog was big enough [“of a size”]
To                                                                                                                                                      .                                                                                                                                                          The wolf                                                                                                                                            , 
Starts talking to him, and                                                                                                                 
  
                                                    stoutness/portliness,                                                                      .

“It’s totally up to you, dear Sir, 

                                                                                                                                                           . 
                                                                                                                                                          : 
Your kin                                                                                                                                            ,
Dunces, hair shirts, and poor devils,
                                                                                                                                                           .

                              ? Nothing’s for sure [is assured]:                                                                        :
                                             at the point of a sword / gotten/procured only through fierce fighting.
                                                                                                                                                           .

                                                                                                                                                          ?

                                                                                                                                       and beggars;

                                                                                                                             , please the Master.
In return for which your pay 
                                                                                                                                                          :

                                                                                                                                                          : 
                                                                                                                                                          . 
The wolf is already working up such bliss
                                                                                                                                                           .

En route, he sees the bare [i.e., without fur] neck of the Dog.

                                   ?                   .                           .                ?                 ?                                 . 
“No, come on, tell me.”  “                                                                                                              
 

                                                                                                                                                           . 
                             ?                                 :                                                                                         . 
                                          ?                                                                                                              ? 
                                                                                                                                                           , 
                                                                                                                                                           . 
                                                                                                                                                           . 
The Crow and the Fox

Mister Crow, upon a tree-branch perched,
Mister Fox,                                                                                                                                 
 
Addresses him in the following way.

“                                                                                                                                                        

You are the veritable phoenix of the denizens of these woods.”

Upon [hearing] these words, the crow experiences great joy

                                                                                                                                              his prey.

Lives                                                                                                                                                  .   
                                                                      is well worth                                                              .”

Swore,                                                                                                                                               .                                                                                                                                            


