Elementary French I & II

Speaking Test Practice


You are now able to practice online for the Speaking Test you’ll be taking at the end of the semester by using Wimba, a program which allows you to listen to recorded materials and respond to them using the microphone on any computer.  Should you have trouble with any other computer using or recording on Wimba, use computers in the LRC (COED 434) where lab assistants will also be able to help you with the program, should you need any help.

To access Wimba, click here or copy the following web address in your browser:  https://uncc.horizonwimba.com/uncc/login . If you get a security warning popup, click on the “Yes” button.  On the next page, you’ll be prompted for several items.  Your ID is your full UNCC email address.  The password for your account is your 800 number.  For instance, if your name is Paul Lucas Whaley and you have a student username of plwhaley and an id of 80045678, your credentials for the Wimba Voice Board would be:

Login: 
Email: plwhaley@uncc.edu

Password: 80045678

Then click on “OK” and the Wimba page will appear:
	Welcome, Katherine Stephenson 
Edit my profile 

	 

	Select a tool: 





Voice Board




Voice Presentation




Wimba Podcaster




Voice Email




Voice Direct




Voice Recorder

	
	


Click on “Voice Board” and this page will appear:
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Then click on the eye icon under “View” and the Voice Board will appear.  The Speaking Test items are compressed and need to be downloaded by clicking on the ► next to this message:
► Imported message: 5:11 PM 4/7/08

Once the Voice Board and audio links have loaded, you may listen to any link by double clicking on it and then, in the box below the numbered listings, clicking on the play button on the upper right (the first of the 3 buttons). 
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The linked audio files are numbered to correspond to the written version of the Speaking Test (FREN1201 version; FREN1202 version), the first number being the number of the Leçon, the second number being the number of the question listed under that Leçon.  For example, question 1 under Leçon 1 is 1.1 on the Voice Board, question 3 under Leçon 2 is 2.3 on the Voice Board, etc.  Questions are listed in chronological order on the Voice Board, just as on the written version of the Speaking Test.  When you double click on the “Katherine Stephenson” lines, or click on the preceding ►, all recorded answers to that question will appear indented beneath the original question.  You may listen to any or all of the answers before attempting your own answer by clicking on any line and then pressing the play button in the box below.  

To fulfill your practice assignments, you must listen and respond at least once to each question for the chapters covered in your course.  Ideally, you will first listen to and answer the questions for each chapter while we are working on that chapter in class, and then practice each chapter’s questions throughout the semester in preparation for the final exam.  You should progress from consulting the written test questions while you listen to finally answering questions that you have only listened to and not looked at on the written version of the Speaking Test.  Follow these steps to submit each recorded answer:

1. Click on the question you want to hear and listen to it by clicking on the play button in the upper right of the board (see picture above).

2. Click on “Reply,” and the number of the question you have just listened to will appear in the Subject box (e.g., 1.1, 4.6, etc.).
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3. Click on the circle before the play button, then record your answer, and click on the stop button (the square button, furthest to the right).  
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If you want to listen to your recorded answer before you submit it, click on the play button.  If you don’t like what you initially recorded, you may record over it by simply clicking on the circle/record button, recording your answer over and clicking on the stop button.  You may do this as many times as you wish.  (You may also include a typed version of your answer, but since Wimba doesn’t support accents, I don’t require this.)  Once you are satisfied with your recorded answer, click on “Post” arrow at the bottom of the box.  Your answer will then appear underneath the question you listened to on the board, indented slightly to the right, with your Wimba ID.
4. The last question in each chapter asks you to ask a question.  You must not only record a question as your reply, but you must also listen to someone else’s question for that chapter and reply to it.  Click on the ► to the left of the original question to see all recorded answers for that questions, then follow #1-3 above.  Your answer to a classmate’s question will appear under the link for their question, again indented slightly to the right.
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