"Gender Through the Levels" by M.J.  Hardman

Language permeates all we are as humans, provides us with the necessary structure for perception and action.  By the time we're 6, we assume our language's structural principles to be universal and natural.  The grammar of any language requires high-leveling postulates to be specified in virtually every sentence.  As underlying assumptions, they are particularly powerful and serve as major classifying devices for other types of behavior.  Postulates are LEARNED, not essential or biological, and because learned so young and interplay in the physiology of the brain, all our perceptions are guided by the structural principles.

Among Jaqi Indians of S. America, the 2 major postulates are 1) Data Source  (personal knowledge, through-language knowledge [heard, read], and non-personal knowledge [legend, myth, history]) and 2)Humanness (highest insult is to compare to animals).

SYNTAX & DISCOURSE (level of sentence/paragraph/dialogue): 

1) Semantic contrasts

2) Cultural contrasts

3) Subject = Male, Object = Female

4) Phrase order: Male and Female 

 1 & 2) Women and men use language differently because they are socialized differently and occupy unequal positions in society.  In general, the root/men must have more time and space than its derivation/women.  

 3) The subject/male is prime: ranked hierarchically (we speak of "raising" object to subject position to form passive); subject = obligatory, objects are not.  "One of the marks of 'derivational thinking' is keeping women out of subject positions" (4); e.g.  "When Harry Met Sally," textbook linguistic examples.  

 4) Normal syntatic ordering is masculine, then feminine, not the reverse.  This reinforces the association of male with one.

VOCABULARY: In English, nouns carry a covert gender mark.

-Given the postulate that male is unmarked and the prototype, it's difficult for words referring to men to remain negative.   But words referring to women = deprecative vocabulary, i.e.  it's difficult for such words to remain positive.  

-Words referring to women or to qualities usually associated with women (e.g.  peaceful, nurturing) are always insults when applied to men (what's good for women is bad for men): "Whatever belongs to the derivation must be stripped away from the unmarked root, otherwise the root might become the derivation."

GRAMMAR: Most powerful realization of the sex‑based gender postulate is at this level, not only because of its own characteristics but because reinforced by two complementary postulates: number and hierarchy.  

NUMBER: obligatory, pervasive, carries semantic freight of best (oh to be Number One!); e.g. proverbs (one thing at a time); adulation of linear work; obsession w/monotheoretical stances, with monotheism, singular causes in history, sponsoring of monocropping, singular causes of diseases w/singular cures…

HIERARCHY: ranking according to comparative or absolute is pervasive in English; prevents us from recognizing individual attributes by being satisfied with comparative or absolute ranking.  Some examples: constant ranking of students, standardized tests, importance of hundredth of a second, judgments of experiences by "What did you like best?", etc.

SEX‑BASED GENDER POSTULATE in English: the feminine is derived from the masculine, and is thus dependent on the unmarked masculine.  Basic structures reflecting this are pronouns, names, and person referencing.  However, covert categories may carry more weight because they are not visible.

-Pronouns are of upmost importance because they work as an integral part of grammar (e.g.  the following attempt at non‑ sexist vocabulary is negated by the masculine generic possessive adjective used to qualify the gender‑free term: "Signature of chairperson or his representative.") Semantic freight of generic "he" is that to be human is to be male.  

-Vehicles referred to as female (object=female)

-Easy for English speakers to assign contrasting sex/gender to 2 items with high correlation from speaker to speaker; e.g.  fork = masculine, spoon = feminine.

-"S/he" implies derivation when there isn't (as "female" was formed from diminutive of "femme" and "male").

-Women are identified derivationally:

-‑ess, ‑ette suffixes are always pejorative to some degree     woman and female believed to be derived from masc.  terms    surnames are patronymic

-many first names are derived from male names, but only      Marion is derived from Mary

DERIVATIONAL THINKING

-results from sex‑based gender system in English which derives the feminine from the masculine

-is reinforced by linguistic postulates of number‑‑with singular as unmarked (like masculine)‑‑and the ranking comparative‑‑which only allows one (the male) on top.

-If women are to have equal rights, male would have to go down.

-Results in making it difficult to perceive women as autonomous, independent, singular human beings; and to perceive their activities as fully human and worthwhile.  This also makes it difficult to accurately evaluate the position of women in other societies.  

-Hardman's assessment of Anita Hill/Clarence Thomas hearings:   Given he was the root and she the derivation, then clearly if one must choose between the two, one chooses the root.  Also, he in subject position and she as object is 'felt' to be 'right.'  In the presence of derivational thinking, any excuse is sufficient to tip the balance to the root and leave the derivation hanging, since one must rid the root of any hanging derivation so that it may be 'clean,' singular, and unmarked.  The sacrifice of the root for justice in regards to the derivation cannot be expected. 

