“Guidelines for Nonsexist Language Usage”, from Language, Gender, and Professional Writing, Francine Frank and Paula Treichler

Generic he

1.  The assistant professor should learn about the tenure process before he goes through it.

* Assistant professors should understand the tenure process before they go through it.  

* Assistant professors should understand the tenure process they will each go through.  

* Assistant professors should determine the unique requirements of their individual departments as they prepare for tenure.  

2.  A faculty member who spends all his time with his colleagues may find he can only talk shop.

* Faculty members who spend all their time with their colleagues may find they can only talk shop.

* Faculty members who spend all their time with their colleagues may only be able to talk shop.  

3.  An associate professor should help his junior colleagues understand the tenure process.

* As associate professors, we should help our junior colleagues understand the tenure process.  

* As an associate professor, I try to help my junior colleagues understand the tenure process.  

4.  The assistant professor will be ahead of the game if he learns about the tenure process before he goes through it.

* The assistant professor who learns about the tenure process in advance will be ahead of the game.  

* Whoever seeks tenure should learn about the process before going through it.  

* An assistant professor should learn about the tenure process before going through.  

* The assistant professor should learn about the tenure process well in advance.  

* As an assistant professor, one should learn about the tenure process before going through it.  

Ambiguity with alternative containing 2 plural nouns:

Assistant professors should get to know the senior faculty members of their departments as they prepare for tenure.  

* As they prepare for tenure, assistant professors should get to know the senior faculty members of their departments.  

* Assistant professors preparing for tenure should get to know the senior faculty members of their departments.  

Incongruity and inconsistent correction

1.  Every medical student should decide for himself or herself whether to wear a coat and tie in the hospital setting.

* Medical students can decide for themselves whether to dress formally in the hospital setting.

2.  The patient who is anxious often keeps jiggling his trouser leg or his dress during the interview.  

* Patients who are anxious in their interviews often keep fidgeting.  

Shift in person

1.  The scholar typically learns to respect the original texts he works with.

* As scholars, we typically learn to respect the original texts we work with.

* As a scholar, you should learn to respect the original texts you work with.

2.  Science is a human construct that came about under a particular set of historical conditions when men's domination of nature seemed a positive and worthy goal.  The conditions have changed and we know now that the path we are travelling is more likely to destroy nature than to explain or improve it.   Women have recognized more often than men that we are part of nature and that its fate is in human hands that have not cared for it well.  We must now act on that knowledge.  (Anthology on feminism and biology 1979) 

* Science has been socially constructed under a particular set of historical conditions in which men's domination of nature seemed a positive and worthy goal.  Conditions have changed, and it is now clear that this quest for domination is more likely to destroy nature than to explain or improve it.   Women, more often than men, have seen themselves as part of nature and have recognized that nature, in male hands, has not been well cared for.  They must now act on that knowledge.  

Feminist Alternatives and Related Innovations

   Herstory is perhaps the best-known example of a more general feminist linguistic strategy designed to raise consciousness about the ubiquitousness of the male presence in language.  This strategy involves replacing occurrences of obviously male‑gendered terms such as man and he with their feminine or generic counterparts.  Other terms are identified as sexist because of their linguistic roots: some feminists reject the term seminal because it praises originality on the basis of a relation to semen 'seed'; instead they might use originative, germinal, or the coined feminist adjective ovular.

   Alternative spellings also often have political functions: the spelling of women as womyn or wimmin is not merely the application of a simpleminded desire to "rid the language of men" but rather a graphic representation of a separatist political stance.  (Wimmin, however, is included in the final volume of the supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary, 1986.)

   Mary Daly, originally trained as a theologian, has contributed puns, analyses, and linguistic innovations that have enriched the lexicon of both academic and mainstream feminism.  Indeed, it was she who dubbed the mainstream the malestream and exposed what she termed the methodolatry of the patriarchal academic establishment.  In the name of creative thought, she calls on feminist scholars to commit methodicide by killing the patriarchal disciplines.  Some of her terms seek to reclaim and honor qualitites that have stereotypically been assigned to females and judged negative: hag, crone, spinster.  Similarly, Alice Walker offers womanism as a unique name to honor black feminism.  She took womanist from a black folk expression used by mothers to their daughters: "You acting womanish," that is, like a woman.

Feminine suffixes: the authors advise avoiding feminine suffixes because they have traditionally been used to marginalize and demean women (e.g.  suffragettes vs.  suffragists) by marking female forms of words, while the male form is unmarked.  Also, retaining male‑female pairs does not yield a true generic for referents of non‑specified sex.  Yet some feminists argue for a gender‑specific visibility strategy, i.e.  that such a dichotomy should be retained or created for all personal nouns in order to linguistically acknowledge women's presence in professions that have traditionally been grammatically or culturally male.   Luce Irigaray deems unethical all linguistic practices that fail to proclaim the sexual specificity of the speaking subject.  

