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Chapter 5: Sexing the Brain: How Biologists Make a Difference

· Amazing to think how acceptable it was at one time to argue for superiority of the white race, and to publish such claims.
· Almost occurs to me that the same thing still happens with genders. While I knew that people said males are better at spatial reasoning, I didn’t realize that people used that argument (recently too!) to say women maybe shouldn’t be represented in engineering, etc. as is typically argued.
· Really interesting point about scientists taking post-mortem parts of the brain, “pickling” them, but continuing to think of them as being in their original state, or “true to life”.
· Overall, this chapter is a reminder (as a scientist) to be careful with research and to be knowledgeable consumers of research, because you’re not necessarily getting exactly what you think you are. Scientists write with such conviction about their research and findings, that it’s easier to get sucked into taking it at face value than to really dig into what is behind what is being said.
Chapter 6: Sex Glands, Hormones, and Gender Chemistry

· How funny to think that we think of testosterone as the male hormone and estrogen as the female hormone when both male and female bodies produce and use these hormones in such a variety of ways, and on several non-reproductive, non-sexual organs.

· The idea about plasms and men and women having differing amounts of sex plasms, thereby explaining the continuum of masculinity-femininity is mind-blowing. What is especially disheartening is that even an idea such as this had built into it the condition that women, however close in plasm about to men they were, would never have as much, and therefore never be on the same level. At some point, it just gets almost depressing how the science always find a way to keep the women as inferior. And the fact that the reasoning was that if women and men had completely only female or male plasm, they would get to a point where they couldn’t even relate…it really seems laughable but it makes you wonder what kinds of things we believe nowadays will someday be “laughable”. Scary thought.

· It is really surprising to me that Bell, who linked sex to hormones, would say that women who are sexually promiscuous and inclined to motherhood are the way women should be (due to hormones). I am not surprised by the motherhood part but the sex part is somewhat surprising. I guess it makes sense in that they would think women should want to reproduce and to be driven by these sex hormones to have sex. 

· Also, just can’t believe that people believed that voting was a non-feminine thing and that those that desired it must be somehow less female.

Chapter 7: Do Sex Hormones Really Exist? (Gender Becomes Chemical)

· Almost hard to believe that people would be so tied to certain ideas (male and female hormones) that even in the face of contradictory evidence, they would find ways to stick to these beliefs.

· Related to that, I never realized that testosterone, estrogen, etc. had so many other impacts on the body, and that the decision was in a sense made to focus on the sex-specific roles they play and downplay or even ignore the other organs and systems of the body these hormones act on.

· Of course I realized that social and political climate plays a role in what we think and the research we do, questions we feel are important, etc. However, it truly is frightening to realize how rigid people can be and how much they can stick to certain ideals. It makes me wonder what we would know now if we (scientists) had been more willing to examine the evidence without bias instead of seeking to find things that fit into previously held beliefs.
Chapter 8: The Rodent’s Tale: Using Hormones to Sex the Brain

· As always, struck by the fact that seemingly unrelated and distant issues and events manage to be tied in with sex issues.

· Relatedly, the fact that sexual chaos would be named as one potential outcome of an atomic bomb to the U.S. Really?! I mean, at this point I’m not surprised that these issues come up, but that is what we would need to be worried about if there was an atomic bomb? I am sure other things were mentioned, and with more precedence than this, but even still. Either they listed every possible problem that existed, or it was something that they were truly concerned about. Really just blows my mind.

· Also, homosexuals may be as dangerous to us as Communists?! Can’t even further comment on that.

· Really disgusting that femaleness is thought of only as the absence of maleness and that scientists would rather accept half-baked hypotheses than explore the possibility that it’s it’s own system altogether. We can carry babies!! Geez.

Chapter 9: Toward a Theory of Human Sexuality

· She suggests Three Basic Principles if we are to successfully investigate the gender process going forward (as we have clearly botched this big time so far!):
· Nature/Nurture is indivisible

· Organisms are moving, changing objects over time

· No one discipline is suited to best or even completely address the issue of sexuality
· Three approaches offered by psych. to understand gender development:

· Freudian psychodynamics, social learning, and cognitive development

· More good suggestions from the author on how to better handle research and theory on gender going forward:

· Stop looking for universal causes and pay more attention to individual differnces

· Sex and gender need to be studied as a developmental system

· Be more specific and imaginative when referring to environment and what that means in the context we are using it
· I just want to note that after I read this, I watched some tv and I saw a commercial for toy trucks or something and it was AMAZING to me how many gender associations were made – I mean, they advertised as boys play tough and here's something that is good for "how he is", and on and on. I mean blatant references to how boys "inherently" are was the selling point of the commercial. Anyway, sidenote but it really was striking. I wish I had been able to record it.

