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Homework Questions for Week 10, Oct. 26: Queer and Transgender Theory I
These questions are meant to help guide you in your reading and point out areas that we will discuss in class.  You may treat these questions in your journal entries or focus instead on main ideas, arguments and areas of interest you identify.  

Week 10 Oct. 26: Queer and Transgender Theory I



Seidman et al. New Sexuality Studies Part 5: Sexual institutions and sexual commerce, 


Chs. 33-34 (239-250), Part 6: Sexual cultures, Chs. 35-36 (251-270)  



Jagose Queer Theory, Ch. 8, Afterword  (101-132)



Bloodsworth-Lugo In-Between Bodies: Sexual Difference, Race, and Sexuality, Ch. 6 


“The Trouble With ‘Queer’” (83-94) (Moodle)


Stryker Transgender History Prologue (vii-ix), Ch. 1 “An Introduction to Transgender 


Terms and Concepts” (1-29) (Moodle)


Transgender Theory in The Transgender Studies Reader (Moodle): 



Whittle, Foreword (xi-xvi)

 

Stryker, “(De)Subjugated Knowledges: An Introduction to Transgender Studies” 
(1-17)

Jagose Queer Theory, Ch. 8, "Afterword" (101-132)

1. What are the main critiques of queer presented in Chapter 8 and the response to those critiques? 
2.  What does Jagose offer as her summary description of queer theory and its goals at the end of Chapter 8?
3. Why does Jagose add an Afterword to her text?  What material does she cover here, and what are the characteristics and goals of queer theory presented here?
Bloodsworth-Lugo In-Between Bodies: Sexual Difference, Race, and Sexuality, Ch. 6 “The Trouble With ‘Queer’” (83-94) (Moodle)
4. How was queer status conferred on the Tinky Winky Telebubbies character and then embraced?  How does Bloodsworth-Lugo interpret these events?  
5. How are the Tinky Winky and Calpurnia Sarah Addams incidents examples of trans-erasure?  
6. What does Bloodsworth-Lugo say about the gender-congruent identity of transsexuals?   What does Patrick Califia say about it?  
7. Do cartoon characters have a sexuality?  
8. What questions does the Falwell incident highlight for Bloodsworth-Lugo?  

9. What does she propose concerning identity categories?  What problems does she see with the alphabet-soup phenomenon of stringing together letters to represent identity categories?  

Stryker Transgender History Prologue (vii-ix), Ch. 1 “An Introduction to Transgender Terms and Concepts” (1-29) (Moodle)
10. How does Stryker position herself in the Prologue, and why does she do this?  

11. Why has she written this book?
12. How does she define transgender?  How does she describe this book as different from many others on transgender topics?

13. How does she relate transgender to feminism?  

14. What does she say about a biological basis for gender identity?  

15. What are common problems of transgender people and what are consequences of these problems?  

16. Why does Stryker say terminology is important?  Did you learn anything from the definitions/descriptions she provides?

17. How does Stryker end this chapter, and what do you think of this position?  

Transgender Theory in The Transgender Studies Reader (Moodle): 



Whittle, Foreword (xi-xvi)



Stryker, “(De)Subjugated Knowledges: An Introduction to Transgender Studies” 
(1-17)

18. What striking information about trans identities does Whittle begin his Foreward with?  

19. What does he say about terminology?

20. What has been critical to the development of a trans community?  What marked the trans literature of this time?  

21. What shift occurred in 1990s scholarship on trans studies?  What does Whittle present as the primary concerns of a trans history?  Who does he identify as the experts in the field, and why?

22. What has been a particular difficulty in trans scholarship?  
23. What do linguistic barriers concerning trans and non-trans identities show?  

24. What are the main goals of the reader?  

25. How does Stryker begin her introduction to Transgender Studies, and why?  

26. What stage of this field does she say the reader tries to cover?  

27. How does she define Transgender Studies and what does it represent and discuss?  
28. What is the background concerning the term transgender?  

29. What key moments does Stryker identify in the trans movement that the reader attempts to "sample and contextualize"?  
30. How does she describe the relationship between Transgender Studies, feminism, and Queer Theory?  
