Theoretical Approaches to Sexuality

Journal Entry: Week 7
Jagose Queer Theory, Ch. 7(72-83)

Chapter 7
· The word homosexuality is still associated with the pathologizing discourses of the 19th century.
· The word gay although it has received its share of criticisms is non-clinical and non-pathologized
· In the 1910s and 1920s men were identifying themselves as “queer” based on their homosexual interests and not their womanlike gender status
· The word gay was used in the 1930s.
Post-Structuralist Context of Queer

· Queer marks continuity and break with previous gay liberationists and lesbian-feminist models 
· Foucault – (p.79) – Sexuality is a discursive production rather than a natural condition. Power is not a repressive force, it doesn’t just say no it produces things, induces pleasure, forms knowledge, and produces discourses. Discourse is entirely within the mechanisms of gender. Sexual identities are discursive effects of available cultural categories.
· Lacan – (p.79) – Subjectivity is something which must be learned rather than something which is always already there. Subjectivity is not an essential property of the self; it is something which originates outside the self. Identity then is an effect of identification with and against others – it is a process rather than a property.
· Saussure – Language constructs social reality. Language constitutes and makes significant that which it seems only to describe. Saussure defines language as a system of significations that precedes any individual speaker. 
HIV/AIDS Discourse
AIDS activism brought the term queer into its discourse and has therefore been a “visible site for restructuring sexual identities.

Queer Identity
Although queer is not easy to define, it problematizes normative ideas of sex, gender, and sexuality. This is the most disruptive part of queer theory. Queer is a resistance to what is considered to be normal.
Foucault Readings
Why Foucault?
· Foucault theorizes the concepts of power, knowledge, and discourse in the post-structuralist, post-modernist, feminist, post-Marxist and post-colonial framework.
· Foucault doesn’t offer a simple position of critique or simple political analysis; he invites us to be more critical of the “solidity” of our own position.

· There is no final truth 
· It is okay to change a position, Foucault sees this as an essential part of his thinking

· Foucault is androcentric??
Power and Knowledge

· Foucault is concerned with how knowledge is produced, how we come to know things and the processes in which facts are established. When something is considered to be fact other “equally valid statements have to be discredited.”

· Power/knowledge to Foucault is the conjunction of power relations and information-seeking.
· The production of knowledge occurs when there is an imbalance between groups of people or institutions.

· Episteme – a set of procedures which produces knowledge and keeps that knowledge in circulation.

· Knowledge produces facts and scholars are just the vehicles/sites where this knowledge is produced.

· Truth, power, and knowledge are interconnected
· power plays a role in the production of knowledge

· “In whose interest is it??” knowledge always works in the interests of particular groups.

· Knowledge doesn’t just emerge from scholarly study; it is produced and maintained in circulation in societies through different institutions.

