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Undergraduate Final Exam

Discuss one question from group I, one question from group II, and question III.  Provide as complete an answer as you can for questions from group I & II, writing at least 2-3 full 8½” x 11” pages for each answer.  Include a fair number of the key terms and concepts identified throughout the semester.  Spend only about 10 minutes on question III.  You should spend the entire allotted 2 1/2 hours on your exam.
I. Describing Queer Theory 
A. Provide a general description of Queer Theory, then characterize this theoretical perspective and indicate the kinds of things it does and what it allows to emerge.  
B. Describe what Queer Theory and postmodernism have in common.  Cover a good number of their shared origins and foundations, goals, objects of analysis, strategies and methodologies, and the theoretical perspectives and analytical categories of several prominent philosophers.  You might think about organizing your essay like Riki Wilchins organized Queer Theory, Gender Theory around bodies at the margins.
II. Queer Theory Analyses
A. Give a detailed description of one of the queer analyses provided by Nikki Sullivan in A Critical Introduction to Queer Theory.  Choose from her queering of “straight” sex or her queering of popular culture.  You don’t need to cover all the perspectives she surveys but should describe a representative number that demonstrate the evolution of her argumentation.  Be sure to cover as well her use of a cultural artifact to illustrate and support her analysis.  You may not choose an analysis from a chapter you did a class presentation on.  
B. Provide a detailed description of one of the genealogical analyses provided by Nikki Sullivan in A Critical Introduction to Queer Theory.  Choose from her genealogical analyses of sexuality, race, or transsexualism and transgenderism.  You don’t need to cover all the perspectives she surveys but should describe a representative number that demonstrate the evolution of her argumentation.  Be sure to cover both her reading of the history of the topic and her demonstration of how it informs the current understanding(s) of the topic.  You may not choose an analysis from a chapter you did a class presentation on.  
III.
How have your understandings of Queer Theory and queer sexualities and 
identities been 
affected by this course?  What is the most important thing, or at least one of the most 
important things, that you have learned?  
