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Questions for Week 12 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.

Week 12 Apr. 8: Sullivan, Ch. 6 “Transsexual Empires and Transgender Warriors” (99-118)

Film: Kimberly Peirce’s Boys Don’t Cry (1999), Trailer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOarssJWHhI; Sample video tribute 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQpHjS_9ZUQ&feature=related ; Sandeen on Pam's House Blend blog, “A Shopping List Of Trans Women’s Shame”

Shepard, The Meaning of Matthew: My Son's Murder in Laramie, and a World Transformed, Acknowledgments (ix-xi), Author's Note (xiii), Ch. 1 (5-9), Ch. 14 excerpt (234-247), Ch. 15 (251-68), Epilogue (271-274) (Moodle2)

Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 


Halberstam, In a Queer Time and Place, Ch. 1 (1-21), Ch. 2 (22-26, 45-46), Ch. 4 (83-92) 


Herring, Another Country, Introduction “I Hate New York” (1-29)



Group 4 Presentation: Jen Bononno, Laura Kello, [Way]Nisha Johnson

Partial draft of paper optional due date (5050)
1. Why did critical theorists become interested in the 1980s with ambiguity, particularly in relation to bodies, genders, sexualities, and practices?  What possibilities do transsexual and transgendered bodies offer Queer Theory?
2. Is gender ambiguity a recent phenomenon?

3. What have transgender theory and politics allowed us to do in relation to sexology’s understanding of gender inversion, according to Prosser? Give specific examples.

4. According to Prosser, what evidence does Hirschfeld’s work provide concerning the discursive emergence of the transsexual? 

5. In this chapter Sullivan presents a genealogical analysis of transsexualism and transgender.  Sullivan defines this type of analysis at the beginning of the book: 
“For Foucault, a genealogical analysis consists of a search for ‘instances of discursive production . . . of the production of power and of the propagation of knowledge’, which makes possible a ‘history of the present’ (Foucault 1980: 12).  In other words, the task of the genealogist is to examine the random, provisional, and often discontinuous ways in which power has functioned or been deployed and to analyze the forms of subjectivity that have been discursively constructed as a result.  This sort of critical endeavour, then, enables us to understand the present—in all its complexity—in terms of the past(s) that inscribe[s] it” (1-2).

To closely paraphrase Sullivan’s introduction to her genealogical analysis of sexuality, let’s substitute the word transsexualism for sexuality, and change other words accordingly to fit this chapter’s focus (all changed words in italics): 

“So transsexualism is discursively produced and classifications of transsexualism do not simply describe being but rather constitute it in historically and culturally specific ways.  Thus the analysis of the discourses surrounding and informing transsexualism can provide clues to why particular knowledges, practices, and subjectivities emerge when and where they do, and what purposes they might serve.  Terms like transvestite, invert, homosexual, transsexual, she-male, FTM, MTF, male-to-constructed female,  transgender, cross-dresser, drag queen and king, intersexed people, hermaphrodykes, butch dykes, fairies, bi-gendered individuals, third-sex individuals, androgynes, cyborgs, queers, womyn-born-womyn, transpeople,  etc., are cultural artifacts tied to ways of understanding and of being that are specific to a particular cultural milieu” (2) . . . . “Although the terms transsexual and transgender have been coined only relatively recently, a variety of forms of gender ambiguity can be found throughout history and in a huge range of cultural contexts” (99).

What would the highlights of a genealogical analysis of transsexualism and transgender be?  Provide some basic information for each heading below:
· Gender inversion versus sexual inversion in sexology

· Psychopathia transsexualis (1949)

· Harry Benjamin

· Transvestism versus transsexualism

· Examples of transsexualism before term was coined

· Masculinisation of genitals of Sophie Hedwig (1882)

· Danish painter Einar Wegener/Lili Elbe
· Laura/Michael Dillon (1939-45)

· Christine Jorgensen (1952)

· Inversion versus homosexuality, psychoanalysis versus sexology
· Dillon’s Self : A Study in Ethics and Endocrinology (1946)
· Effects of attempts to articulate an ambiguous form of identity that does not fundamentally consist of a desire for persons of the same sex

· Sandy Stone’s “The Empire Strikes Back: A Posttranssexual Manifesto” (1991)

· Criteria for gaining access to sexual reassignment procedures 

· Effects of medical criteria

· Sheila Jeffreys critique of transsexuals

· Passing

· Transsexuals as both agents and effects of discursive power

· Susan Stryker’s analysis of the medical profession’s cultural politics

· Examples of various understandings of transsexualism
· Janice Raymond’s condemnation of transsexualism in The Transsexual Empire (1979) and critiques of her position
· Emergence of the notion of transgender
· Reasons for emergence of the term
· Identities covered by the term

· Advantages of the term
· Changes in transgender activism in mid-1990s

· Basics of the transgender agenda
· Reasons for changes in agenda

· Camps Trans

· Brandon Teena

· Effects of these events

· New understandings of transgender, transsexual, and reasons for change
6.  Why did Judy Shepard write her book?  Be able to explain the title.  What parallels can you make with both her Acknowledgements and the organization she and her husband founded and other such actions we've read about in the course?  
