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Questions for Week 13 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.

Week 13  Apr. 15:  Sullivan, Ch. 7 “Queering 'Straight' Sex” (119-135)


Public art project: Hey, Hetero! (Deborah Kelly and Tina Fiveash 2002)

(Moodle2):

Hall, Queer Theories, “A Query” (109-111) 

McWhorter, Bodies and Pleasures, Introduction (xiii-xx), Ch. 1 “Views from the Site of Political Oppression: Or, How I Served as an Anchor Point for Power and Emerged as a Locus of Resistance” (1-33)

Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 

Eng, Halberstam and Muñoz, Social Text 84-85 (2005), Introduction “What's Queer about Queer Studies Now?” (1-17) 

Halberstam, Social Text 84-85, “Shame and White Gay Masculinity” (219-233)

Bersani, After Sex, “Shame on You” (91-109) 

Radical History Review Issue 100 “Queer Futures” (2008), Editors' Introduction (1-9); Weiss, “Gay Shame and BDSM Pride” (87-101) 
1. What is the status of heterosexuality in contemporary Western culture?  What evidence does Sullivan cite to demonstrate this status?
2. How have cultural critics argued against this unexamined heterocentricity?

3. What does Adrienne Rich recount in her 1980 “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence”?  What is her main argument in this article?
4. What is Rich’s notion of lesbianism?

5. What are the main critiques of Rich?

6. What does the title to Monique Wittig’s 1980 “The Straight Mind” refer to?  What is her main argument? 
7. What is Wittig’s notion of lesbianism?  What is Butler’s critique of Wittig?

8. How do many feminist writers characterize heterosexuality?

9. What is MacKinnon’s argument about the relation between heterosexuality and pornography?  
10. What is Andrea Dworkin’s position on heterosexuality? 

11. What are Dworkin and MacKinnon’s views of heterosexuality founded on?  How does Sullivan critique their position?

12. How does Sheila Jeffreys critique heterosexuality?  

13. What commonplace of second-wave feminist writings and politics does Sullivan point out?
14. How do Kitzinger and Wilkinson approach the relation between heterosexuality and feminism in their anthology Heterosexuality: A Feminism and Psychology Reader?  What aspect of lesbianism do they present?  How has their work been critiqued?
15. How does Christine Overall envisage a more compatible relationship between heterosexuality and feminism?

16. What admonition does Segal make concerning feminists and heterosexuality?  How does Overall’s thesis align with Segal’s position?  How does Sullivan critique Overall’s arguments for choosing heterosexuality?  

17. How and why does Segal advocate that straight women subvert heterosexual norms?  
18. Numerous feminists have focused on moving beyond notions of the biological body to an understanding of the discursive production of the materiality of sexed being.  How does Segal analyze the material conditions of heterosexuality?  What becomes the aim of feminist theories undertaking such analyses?

19. How do Moira Gatens and Catherine Waldby use the concept of the imaginary body to understand sexed embodiment?  How does Waldby critique the ideological reading of straight sex as simply reaffirming hegemonic bodily imagos?  What does she mean by the erotic cost of inhabiting the position of mastery in sex?  What does she mean by a reciprocity of erotic destruction?
20. How do Lauren Berlant and Michael Warner define heteronormativity?  What does their definition allow them to argue?  

21. How does Calvin Thomas characterize heteronormative sex as anti-sexual?  

22. How does the public art project “Hey, hetero!” attempt to denaturalize or queer heterosexuality and its privileges?

23. What is Althusser’s concept of interpellation?
24. What does queering “straight” allow, and why?
25. What does Hall see as the "challenge of queer theorization"?  
26. How does Hall describe his experience of desire and what does it call into question?  
27. How is Hall's reworking of Reid-Pharr's question--"What do we think when we masturbate"--a more revealing and identity-complicating question?  How does it call into question both sex and identity?
28. Describe the feminist and queer analyses Hall gives of his example of a "heterosexual" man masturbating to a porn video.  
29. Why do we not "know how to talk about, how to analyze in sustained fashion the complex, multiple identity implications of solitary, fantasy-involved, or erotica-involved sexuality" (111)?  
30. What does Hall propose that this complexity often does, and what does he propose that our reaction to it should be?  

31. Why was McWhorter surprised at her mother's reaction to being asked what the word homosexual meant?  What did McWhorter find so unusual in people's conception of homosexuals?  
32. How did her resistance to being categorized as that sort of person "propel" her into it?  How did she describe the construction of her identity?  How is it a life and death matter?  Why did she choose silence?  
33. Why did she choose to study philosophy?  Why was her perspective not acknowledged and inarticulable?  
34. What did Foucault's The History of Sexuality provide?  
35. What does she want to show about Foucault's work in her book?  
36. What are the highlights and main concepts of his work that she details in this chapter?  How does her experience coincide with what Foucault describes?  How does she describe the effect his work had on her?  
37. How does she explain Sedgwick's concepts of the "minoritizing view" of homosexuality and the "universalizing view"?  

38. What does she say Foucault's genealogy provides?  

