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Questions for Week 14 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading of Sullivan and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.  

The other readings, as well as those for next week, are meant to help you review for the final exam by having you apply what you've learned in this class to your analysis of each of the texts.  I want you to pull out the points, ideas, strategies, theories, key concepts, etc., that you think are important in describing queer theory and illustrating its evolution, what it does well, helps us understand, and what remain major issues, both within queer theory and among its critics.  You will turn in these notes you take on these readings in place of the key terms and concepts homework you usually prepare, and these notes should help you in your class discussion of these texts.  Be prepared as well to explain the titles of the texts.  The work you've done this semester should have prepared you to read these other texts with more understanding than you would have had earlier in the semester.    
Week 14 Apr. 16: Sullivan, Ch. 8 “Community and its Discontents” (136-150)

Film: Go Fish (Rose Troche 1994)

McWhorter, Bodies and Pleasures, Introduction (xiii-xx), Ch. 2 “Genealogical 
Diversions: Wherein the Ascetic Priestess Loses Her Way and Begins to Wander 
Aimlessly through Dem Ole Cotton Fields  Back Home” (34-61), “Inconclusion” 
(228-229)


Young and Weiner, Queer Bonds, Introduction (223-241) 


Halperin, Queer Theory and Communication, “The Normalization of Queer 

Theory” (339-343)


Gearhart, “Foreword: My Trip to Queer” (xxi-xxx), in Queer Theory and 


Communication: From Disciplining Queers to Queering the Discipline(s) 


Graduate update of Queer Theory: From “Queer and Now” to “What's Queer 

about Queer Studies Now?” to “Queer and Then? The End of Queer Theory? ” to 

“Queer and Not Now,” for example

Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 

Rodriquez, Queer Bonds, “Queer Sociality and Other Sexual Fantasies” (331-348) 


Freeman, Time Binds: Queer Temporalities, Queer Histories, Preface (ix-xxix), 

Introduction: “Queer and Not Now” (1-19)

1. What characterizes the common meaning of community?  What does this common meaning imply and what kind of representations does result in?
2. How does Zygmunt Bauman explain the popularity of the common meaning of community?  What are other popular metaphors or notions analogous to community?
3. What is the ascriptive model of community?  What are some examples?  What is the problem with this model that Phelan points out?  Explain how the notions of women or feminism as communities illustrate the problems with ascriptive models of community.
4. What is the nonascriptive model of community?  What are some examples?  How does Phelan argue that this model is not necessarily in opposition to the ascriptive model?
5. How do concepts of identity influence concepts of community?  What are some examples of the problems in policing community membership?
6. What does Chang Hall see as central to the disillusionment with community?  What example does she use to illustrate her main argument? 
7. What does the notion of combined community offer to overcome divisiveness?  
8. How does Bauman critique common notions of community and the assumptions they are based upon?  
9. What distinguishes liberationist and assimilationist gay and lesbian writers and activists from each other and what do they have in common? 
10. How does Sullivan characterize Queer Theory in relation to community? 

11. How do Freud and Bauman represent the relationship between the individual and community? 
12. How does Iris Marion Young explain the dilemma posed by policing community membership? 
13. How does Bauman analyze the relationship between identity and community?  

14. How and why does Phelan argue for a provisional notion of identity?  
15. What notion of community does Linnell Secomb argue for?  What does this notion make possible?  What notion of identity is central to Secomb’s thesis?  What does this notion make possible?  How does Sullivan propose a model of queer community based on Secomb’s work?  

16. What does Derrida focus on in his analysis of community, and why?
17. How does Sullivan end her analysis of identity and community?  

