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Questions for Week 7 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.


Week 7 Feb. 18: 
Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 9 “Postmodernism and Its Discontents” (97-106) 

Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemologies of the Closet “Axiomatic” (22-48); Morland and 
Willox, Queer Theory, Note #8 (summary explanation of Sedgwick's “Axiomatic” [201]) 
(Moodle2)
Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 10 “Race-Critical Thought and Postmodernism’s ‘Second Wave’” 
(107-121)
Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 
Edwards, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick “Sedgwick Status in LGBTI Studies and Queer Theory” (13-
15), Ch. 2 “Homosocialities” (32-45), “Queer Taxonomies” (62-76), "After Sedgwick” 
(142-47) 
Ray, “The Postcolonial Critic: Shifting Subjects, Changing Paradigms” (207-240) 
Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 9 “Postmodernism and Its Discontents” (97-106)
1. What are the tools Wilchins say postmodernism provides?  Why can it “appear circular and without a point” (98)?  
2. What does Derrida provide by politicizing Thought? Foucault by politicizing Knowledge? 

3. How does Wilchins describe postmodernism’s bias towards critique?  What has it made possible?  What is it not good at doing, and why?
4. What does postmodernism advocate instead of Truth?
5. What is the problem with agency and postmodernism’s analysis of discourse and discursive power?  
6. How does Wilchins critique postmodernism’s politicizing of subjectivity?  
Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemologies of the Closet “Axiomatic” (22-48); Morland and Willox, Queer Theory, Note #8 (summary explanation of Sedgwick's “Axiomatic” [201]) (Moodle2)
7. Why does Sedgwick construct these axioms in her Introduction to Epistemologies of the Closet?
8. Briefly explain the following 5 (of an original 7) axioms presented by Sedgwick.  See Morland and Willox “Notes 8” for an explanatory summary.  
Axiom 1: People are different from each other.  

Axiom 2: The study of sexuality is not co-extensive with the study of gender;  correspondingly, antihomophobic inquiry is not co-extensive with feminist inquiry. But we can't know in advance how they will be different.  

Axiom 3: There can't be an a priori decision about how far it will make sense to conceptualize lesbian and gay male identities together.  Or separately.  

Axiom 4: The immemorial, seemingly ritualized debates on nature versus nurture take place against a very unstable background of tacit assumptions and fantasies about both nurture and nature.

Axiom 5: The historical search for a Great Paradigm Shift may obscure the present conditions of sexual identity.  

Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 10 “Race-Critical Thought and Postmodernism’s ‘Second Wave’” (107-121)
9. What are some of the concepts that postmodernism values and how does Wilchins critique their universalizing tendencies?  
10. How is racial identity presently undergoing a huge shift?  
11. Why are traditional minority organizations worried about “the new emphasis on multiracial identity” and “the splintering of racial identity” (110)? 
12. What are the recent facts about race that biology is providing?
13. How is race a matter of identification and politics?
14. What is the history of the U.S. Census and race?
15. Since race is, in part, discursively constructed, how is it inseparable from other dimensions of identity?
16. What does Wilchins mean by asking “Is all identity a kind of passing” (116)?  
17. What is Whiteness Studies?  What is its agenda and the difficulties in implementing it?
18. What is Critical Race Theory and its agenda?  What kinds of questions does it ask?
19. How does deconstructing racial identity threaten civil rights politics and what is the response of CRT writers to this problem? 
