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Questions for Week 9 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.

Week 9 Mar. 18:  

Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 11 “Butler and the Problem of Identity” (123-139), http://www.theory.org.uk/ctr-butl.htm , Ch. 12 “GenderPAC and Gender Rights” (141-157), 
http://www.glbtq.com/social-sciences/gender_public_advocacy.html ; 


Wilchins, “Eighteen Things You Don't Say to a Transsexual” 


Salih The Judith Butler Reader: Introduction “Bodily Inscriptions, Performative Subversions (1990)” (90-94), Preface [to second edition of Gender Trouble] (94-103) (Moodle2) 

Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 


Salih The Judith Butler Reader: Introduction (1-17) 

Butler Gender Trouble Preface (pp. ix-xiv), Ch. 1 “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire” (1-9), Ch. 3 “Subversive Bodily Acts”: “iv. Bodily Inscriptions, Performative Subversions” (128-141), Conclusion “From Parody to 
Politics” (142-49) 

Week 9 (and Week 10) Graduate Reading Questions and Presentations on Butler

Presentation of representations and issues

Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 11 “Butler and the Problem of Identity” (123-139)
1. Why are there permanent problems with identity politics, according to Butler? 
2. How does Butler question the traditional categories of identity, i.e., gender, sex, sexual orientation, and race? 

3. How does Butler critique the category of Woman? 
4. Why can the problems with identity politics not be solved by opening up a group to anyone?  But what happens when groups create boundaries?
5. What are the problems associated with the origins of feminism? And similarly with the uncritical acceptance of gayness?  How does this illustrate an unusual aspect of power?
6. What are the problems with “reasserting a universal basis for Womanhood in women’s common experience of patriarchal oppression”? With positing Woman “as a strategic shorthand instead of a real identity” (127)?  With radical essentialism?
7. What does Wilchins propose as a response to Butler’s critique of identity politics?  What does embracing the social construction and mobility of identity allow?  
8. What are the problems with gendered identifications?  
9. How does Wilchins propose we rethink the politics of gendered identification?
10. How does Butler describe gender as performatively produced?  What is performativity unable to explain?
11. How is gender “a copy for which there is no original” (134)?
12. Why has feminism “stressed the separation between Sex and Gender” (135)?  Why has this strategy not been successful?
13. What does embracing the social constructedness of gender allow?  How does Wilchins point to the usefulness of subversion?
14. What is Butler’s fundamental question?
15. What does Wilchins say that postmodernism is unable to tell us? that is the value it seems to uncritically trade on?
16. What does Wilchins say that current liberation movements have learned?
17. What does Wilchins say Butler’s primary value for her is?
Ch. 12 “GenderPAC and Gender Rights” (141-157)

18. What are some of the problems caused by gender stereotypes that Wilchins lists? 
19. What is GenderPAC?  What does Wilchins say is still the only community to identify the problems around gender?  Why do they attack gender norms?  
20. What is the history of GenderPAC that Wilchins presents and why is it important to document?  What did getting a Managing Director do for the organization?  
21. Why couldn’t GenderPAC find news that identified itself as gender-related and what did that prompt them to do? 
22. What was the second major crisis for the organization and its results?  
23. How does Wilchins argue for gender rights?
24. How does Wilchins critique the political possibilities offered by Butler and postmodernism?
25. How does Wilchins propose we work for gender rights?  How has GenderPAC evolved and what has it identified as areas of interest?
26. For your LGBTQIA Issues email this week, look at the 3 web links under “Additional Resources” on Week 9 of the class website and indicate at least 3 things you learned from the websites that you think are important, that increased your understanding of Wilchins' work.  
Wilchins, “Eighteen Things You Don't Say to a Transsexual” 

27. What does Wilchins basically point out in her reactions to the typical comments she reproduces in this article?  
28. Watch the video at the bottom of the page of Wilchins' “MANgina Molologues” and characterize it, as you do for your LGBTQIA Representations or Issues.  
Salih, Introduction “Bodily Inscriptions, Performative Subversions (1990)” (90-94), Preface [to second edition of Gender Trouble] (94-103)
29. What questions continue to structure Butler's work, according to Salih?  

30. What is her focus in Gender Trouble?  What does she call into question and how does she suggest it be dealt with?  

31. How does same-sex desire precede heterosexuality, according to Butler, and how does it threaten heterosexuality?  

32. How does she account for the possibility of agency?  

33. What does Butler have to say about difficulty of her style of writing?  

34. How does Butler interpret gender norms as violent?  

35. What does Butler say continues to concern her most?  

36. For Butler, drag is not an example of performativity, but of what?  

37. In talking about what she would do if she rewrote Gender Trouble, what does Butler say she would cover, what does she hope for, and how does she finish talking about identity categories?  
