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Questions for Week 4 readings.  Be prepared to answer these questions about the readings in class.

Week 4 Jan. 28:  Sullivan, Preface (v-vii), Ch. 1 “The Social Construction of Same-Sex Desire: Sin, Crime, Sickness” (1-21), Ch. 2 “Assimilation or Liberation, Sexuality or Gender?” (22-36) 
1. What does it mean for Sullivan to use the word critical in her title?  In other words, what does that term specifically refer to: what kind of introduction is a “critical” one?  

2. In her preface, how does Sullivan succinctly define queer?  Is this similar to how Piontek defines it in his Introduction?
3. What does Sullivan point out as necessary to understand when we look at sexuality as discursively constructed?

4. What is a genealogical analysis?  This is how Sullivan will analyze the material in her remaining chapters and you'll need to be able to describe how she does it in each one, so understanding the basics of a genealogical analysis is important not only for class discussion of these chapters but also for your class presentation of your chapter.  
5. How has same-sex desire been constructed by sexologists and theorists of sexuality over the last 200 years?  Know some names and perspectives they put forward.  
6. What were the main concerns of the assimilationists and liberationists that Sullivan discusses?  Was one tendency more successful than the other? 

7. Does Sullivan’s treatment of Stonewall coincide with that of Piontek? 

Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 4 “Derrida and the Politics of Meaning” (33-45)
1. Briefly summarize Wilchins’ characterization of modernism.
2. How has modernism failed to “solve the problem presented by bodies, genders, and desires that transgress” (34)?

3. What is the postmodern critique of language Wilchins describes?  In other terms, how is language political?  Be able to explain:
a. How language is not neutral because it favors the Same 
b. How words and meaning work through a process of exclusion

c. The instability of gender as a binary system

d. How gender reveals that language isn’t transparent

e. How the West privileges language as the arbiter of reality and the consequences of this concept for gender
f. What Wilchins means by “doing” rather than “imitating a gender” (39) and “being forced to live as gendered impossibilities” (38)
g. How difference and exclusion are integral to how we create meaning through reliance on simplistic binaries [what Derrida showed to be “hierarchical dualisms,” where the first term “acts as a center that is insulated from being questioned” (41) and the second term is derived from the first, leading to continual debate about its meaning]
h. Derrida’s critique of the monolithic, universal grand truths of the West’s “pursuit of the singular” (42) and their consequence for difference and alterity
i. Why postmodernists value “uncertainty, doubt, and intellectual spaciousness” (43)

j. What Derrida’s decentering of knowledge entails and how his deconstruction is “not so much a set of truth claims itself as a set of tools for dismantling other forms of knowledge and truth claims” (45). 
