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Questions for Week 4 readings.  These questions are meant primarily to guide you in your reading and indicate what main points and analyses I want you to focus on.  You should also, however, be prepared to answer these questions in class.

Week 4 Jan. 28: Mills Michel Foucault "Why Foucault?" (1-7) (Moodle2) 

Oksala How To Read Foucault "Series Forward" (ix-x), Introduction (1-5), Ch. 1 "The Freedom of Philosophy" (7-15), Ch. 3 "The Death of Man" (25-35)
Wilchins Queer Theory, Ch. 5 “Homosexuality: Foucault and the Politics of Self” (47-57), Ch. 6 “Foucault and the Disciplinary Society” (59-70)

Graduate Readings (Moodle2): 
Mills Michel Foucault "Power/Knowledge" (67-79), "The Body and Sexuality (81-95)


Bartky, "Foucault, Femininity and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power,"  Feminist Philosophies (103‑118)
Presentation of representations and issues


Mills, Michel Foucault, "Why Foucault?" (1-7)
1. Like Sullivan in her Critical Introduction to Queer Theory, Foucault doesn't just analyze the development of a field or categories in his historical analyses.  What does he look to, as well, and why?
2. What are the unusual (i.e., postmodern) aspects of Foucault's approach to analysis that Mills introduces us to?  Use questions 3-5 to guide your answer to this question.  

3. What is Foucault's attitude towards the political positioning of critical analysis and contradictions in a critic's theoretical positioning?  
4. Why does Mills describe Foucault's theoretical positioning as "lateral thinking"?  What is Foucault's attitude toward adopting particular theoretical positions, and how does Mills suggest we approach them?
5. How and why did Foucault move away from the notions of the subject and the economic? 
Oksala, How To Read Foucault, "Series Forward" (ix-x), Introduction (1-5)
6. How does Critchley explain the approach of the How To Read series? 
7. How does Oksala refine Foucault's "toolbox" conception of his books? Why does she propose identifying unifying strands in his work, and which ones does she identify?
8. How does Oksala characterize the movement in critical theory from existentialism to poststructuralism?  How does she characterize Derrida's and Foucault's approach to philosophy?
9. How does Oksala sum up Foucault's approach at the end of her Introduction?
Oksala, How To Read Foucault, Ch. 1 "The Freedom of Philosophy" (7-15)
10. What is the key question of philosophy for Foucault, and, thus, the role of the intellectual?

11. What tension does Oksala say marks the relationship between Foucault's roles as an engaged political activist and as a philosopher? How does it play out in his politics and philosophy?
12. How does Oksala say Foucault's thought differs significantly from the aims of science and much of philosophy?  What is Foucault's aim in his philosophy?
13. Why did Foucault turn to history?  How does he use history to advance his philosophical studies?
14. How does Oksala characterize social constructivism and its aims?  

15. What did Foucault focus on during his archaeological phase?  during his genealogical phase? during the later phase of his work?
16. How does a social constructivist approach allow Foucault to describe his objects of analysis?
17. Why do critics say Foucault restricted his analysis to the human sciences?  

18. What is the importance of focusing on practices?  How does it allow Foucault to critique of philosophies of the subject?  Describe Oksala's example of how this approach affects the analysis of homosexuality.
19. How is the subject transformed through the work of Foucault?

Oksala, How To Read Foucault,  Ch. 3 "The Death of Man" (25-35)
20. How does structuralism stand in direct opposition to Foucault's approach?

21. What is the "order of things" central to Foucault's philosophy?  How does the archaeological level of knowledge differ from its epistemological level? 

22. How did Foucault study the history of science?  How does archaeological approach differ from traditional historiography?  What does it reveal? What kind of history of thought does it result in?  

23. Why did Foucault announce the death of man?  Why does he call man an "empirico-transcendental doublet"?

24. What new understanding of language is associated with the death of man?  What is the linguistic turn in philosophy?

Wilchins, Queer Theory, Ch. 5 “Homosexuality: Foucault and the Politics of Self” (47-57)
25. How does Foucault deconstruct the modernist concept of the Self and how does Wilchins’ experience of various subjectivities illustrate the cultural constructedness of Self as an effect, rather than a conduit, of power?
26. How does Foucault characterize sex in the West before and after the Enlightenment?
27. What were the consequences of the institutionalization of sexuality?  
28. What are the kinds of questions Foucault’s work prompts us to ask?
Wilchins, Queer Theory, Ch. 6 “Foucault and the Disciplinary Society” (59-70)
29. Describe Foucault’s concept of discursive power.
30. What are the 3 primary discourses Wilchins identifies as dealing with “the ‘problem’ of gender transgression” (60)?  Explain Wilchins’ statement that these discourses create rather than study gender transgression.
31. Why does Wilchins state that “objectivity is meaningless when it comes to gender and queerness” (62)?
32. How does Wilchins distinguish repressive from discursive power?
33. Why does Wilchins assert that we need “new forms of politics to challenge discursive power” (63)?
34. How did the disciplinary society Foucault describes come about and cause citizens to internalize what used to be an external punishment and policing of behavior?
35. Is sex a fixed, biological universal or “an already gendered way of looking at bodies” (70)?
Presentation of representations and issues. Be prepared to present one representation and one issue and how you characterize them to the class.
