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Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow provides a compelling analysis 
of the forces that have shaped the growing resegregation of 
public schools. By assembling a wide range of contributors—
historians, sociologists, economists, and education scholars—
the editors provide a comprehensive view of a community’s 
experience with desegregation and economic development. 
Drawing on the experience of Charlotte, North Carolina—once 
a national model of school desegregation—the editors put edu-
cation reform in political and economic context and show how 
yesterday’s decisions de� ne today’s choices. 

Roslyn Arlin Mickelson is a professor of sociology, public poli-
cy, and women’s and gender studies at the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte. Stephen Samuel Smith is a professor of 
political science at Winthrop University. Amy Hawn Nelson is 
the director of research for the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute 
and the director of the Institute for Social Capital, Inc.

“Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow paints a vivid portrait of the changing 

realities and daunting challenges facing school districts sixty years after 

Brown v. Board of Education. This careful analysis of the barriers to op-

portunity and limits on mobility point toward larger structural forces 

that must be confronted if we are to fulfill Brown’s promise of equality.”

—JOHN A. POWELL, DIRECTOR OF THE HAAS INSTITUTE FOR A FAIR AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETY, 
AND THE ROBERT D. HAAS CHANCELLOR’S CHAIR IN EQUITY AND INCLUSION, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
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