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Research Paper
Proposal: due Sept. 17 (10%)       Abstract, outline, bibliography: due Oct. 22 (20%)

Draft: due Nov. 12 (20%)
       Final paper: due Dec. 8 at noon (50%)
You will complement your coursework by conducting a semester-long research project and present your results in a paper of 15 pages minimum (not including Works Cited/Bibliography) that is due Dec. 8 and in an oral presentation to the class.  The research paper may be a report of original research or a critical review of the literature on a specific topic of relevance to the seminar (see Moodle2 for sample papers written by students in previous semesters).  In your paper you will analyze the language of a particular discourse or context for the role gender plays in it using theories and strategies from course materials.  You must consult with me at the beginning of the semester to identify possible topics and begin pertinent readings well before the first (Sept. 17) deadline.  For topic ideas, I suggest that you peruse the course syllabus, the table of contents of course texts, the Bucholtz and Hall proceedings of the Berkeley Women and Language Group conferences (Course Reserves and Moodle2), and the course general bibliography (http://languages.uncc.edu/people/ksstephe/mals/bibliography.htm).  

Papers are expected to be of professional quality and form.  All materials turned in at various stages must be typed, double spaced, and conform to MLA style (consult the MLA Handbook, College Writers Reference, Strategies for Successful Writing, and various online guides to MLA conventions, such as Atkins Library’s guide at http://guides.library.uncc.edu/CitationGuides , the Writing Resource Center's style guides at http://wrc.uncc.edu/student-resources/style-guides-and-documentation, Purdue University’s “Using MLA Format” at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) and "Plagiarism.org" at http://www.plagiarism.org/.  Information for each stage of the research and writing process can be found at the Writing Resource Center's website (http://wrc.uncc.edu/Resources-for-Students,  http://wrc.uncc.edu/student-resources/avoiding-plagiarism and http://wrc.uncc.edu/student-resources/proofreading-editing), as well as at the web pages for writing in MALS at http://mals.uncc.edu/writing-tips.  

If you know you'll need help in writing at a graduate level, purchase one of the many reference texts on writing, such as The College Writer's Reference: 2009 MLA Update Edition, 5th ed., by Toby Fulwiler and Alan R. Hayakawa (ISBN-10: 0205735606 ISBN-13:  9780205735600), Longman Handbook for Writers and Readers, The (paperbk), 6/E,, by Chris M. Anson and  Robert A. Schwegler, 2011.  ISBN-10: 0205741991 • ISBN-13: 9780205741991, or a similar reference text in the university bookstore.  
Materials for each stage will be graded; grades will be lowered one letter for each day an assignment is late, without exception.  I will gladly accept materials before the due dates.  All submissions must be electronic with email attachment.  You are required to use a computer in preparing your research papers.  On‑campus computers are available for students to use 24/7 in numerous computer labs (call 687-5500 or see http://www.labs.uncc.edu/oncampus/sclabs.html  for further information).  
Topic Proposal

A proposal indicating the topic for the term paper and relevant course readings is due Sept. 17 (electronic submission before class) and will be returned with comments using MSWord track changes/comment features. Your topic, and therefore your thesis statement as well, must be about language and gender.  That means that your paper must analyze some kind of discourse, either written or spoken, and how language constructs gender in and through it.  You must do some initial research to substantively articulate a well-thought-out topic.  The proposal should be as elaborate or lengthy as necessary to provide me with enough information to comment on, but at least one double-spaced typed page in length.  The proposal should include, at minimum, a thesis statement, an indication of how you will prove/demonstrate what you propose, specific details on the kinds of resources you will be using, including relevant course readings and bibliographic references for the books/sources you used to research and narrow down the topic.  The majority of your resources must be journal articles and scholarly books.  Electronic resources should be kept to a minimum, except in special instances which must be cleared by the professor ahead of time.  Finally, it is at this stage that I will indicate to you if you need to work on your writing skills to bring them up to a graduate level, so that you will be able to start immediately working with tutors in the Writing Resource Center ( http://wrc.uncc.edu ).
Abstract, outline and annotated bibliography

An abstract (minimum 1 paragraph) and outline (minimum 2 pages) indicating the paper’s expected main findings and arguments accompanied by an annotated bibliography are due Oct. 22.  For an excellent sample annotated bibliography, see Frank and Treichler’s Language, Gender, and Professional Writing (Moodle2).  Your annotations should not be a summary of each text, but rather should indicate exactly what you’ll be using from each text/source, so that it can serve to organize your secondary sources, remind you what you're using in each text and where it's found (note that MLA style requires page numbers for quotes).  
Draft

 A draft of your paper is due Nov. 12.  If you don't have a full draft at this stage, you must submit at least the first 6 pages of a draft (page count doesn't include Works Cited or other ancillary material).  This is the stage at which I will provide substantive feedback to help you with any problems you might have so that the final version of your paper is as good as possible.  I will only assign a grade to the final version and provide some general comments.
See my handout Writing Guidelines at http://clas-pages.uncc.edu/katherine-stephenson-mals/files/2012/12/WRITGUID.doc for detailed information about common mistakes, how to go about writing a paper, the organization of your paper, etc.

Sample Paper Topic Areas and Topics

 Choose from the list below or check with the professor to propose an alternative topic no later than a week before the proposal is due.  
Political Correctness: The Role of Political Correctness in Ending Sex and Gender Discrimination
Women and Humor: Women's Documentation of the Female Condition and Rewriting of Woman Through Humor
Women and the Discourse of Science Fiction: e.g., choose a particular author, a particular work, analyze the Native Tongue trilogy, etc., and their discursive de/construction of gender
Metaphor’s Role in Shaping Thought and Thinking about Gender
The Role of Language in the Construction of Gender

Woman/Man [choose one] as a Discursive Construct

Masculinities: Masculinity Studies' Rewriting of Man; An Analysis of Masculinities 
The Discursive Queering of Gender

The Role of Language in the Construction of LGBTQI Identities (or choose one identity to analyze)
Women and Political Discourse: Women's Political Discourse; Gender Inequality in Political Discourse
Feminist Reform of Language
Women’s Language: e.g., an analysis of Elgin’s Láadan as a women’s language, or a comparison of Elgin’s Láadan and Daly’s Wickedary
Irigaray Revises the Western Patriarchal Mechanics of Solids Through a Mechanics of Fluids

Cross-cultural Analysis of the Discursive Construction of Gender

Female Artists Denounce Misogyny in Rap and Hip Hop Lyrics
