FREN 2200, French for Reading Knowledge

Un Mystère mathématique 

Ch. 4, #7 (41)

A __________________________ Mystery


(51) An old Arab is _______________________________________.  He calls his three sons to his bedroom to tell them how he wants to _____________________________________.  (52) He says to _______________________ that his share will be ________________, and to the second son that his share will be ______________________.  (53) As for the youngest, his share will be __________________________ of all of his father’s property.  


(54) ____________________________, the father dies.  (55) The three brothers meet/get together to divide up their father’s property.  (56) At first there doesn’t seem to be/it seems as though there isn't a problem among them, but soon, when it comes to dividing up the camels left by their father, the sons become confused/(perplexed).  (57) There are seventeen camels: it is impossible to divide seventeen by two, three or nine without cutting some of the animals up into pieces.  


(58) The sons don’t want to kill the camels, and they want to obey their father’s instructions.  (59) _____________ they consult an old dervish.  (60) It appears that this dervish is _________________________ by everybody _________________________________________.  


(61) The dervish is _______________________ and intelligent.  (62) He wants to help the three sons find a solution to their ____________________________ problem.  (63) The next day he shows up at their home and ____________________________________ the camels.  (64) He _________________________ in front of him and ties up his own camel alongside the others.  


(65) _____________________, he says.  There are now eighteen camels.  (66) _____________________________ take his share.  


(67) The oldest takes nine of them (half of eighteen), the second son six (a third of eighteen), and the youngest two (a ninth of eighteen).  (68) The sons are very happy.  (69) Then the dervish _________________________ his camel and _______________, leaving the three sons _____________________________________.     

