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Dr. Jennie Patrick is most well known for her help in developing 
supercritical fluid extraction technology, which led to her work in 
high pressure phase equilibria.

Interesting fact! Jennie Patrick graduated 
with a B.Sc. In chemical engineering from the 
University of California at Berkley, she was 
the only African American female 
undergraduate and the first African American 
chemical engineering student at Berkeley in 
ten years. In 1979 she got her Sc.D. in 
chemical engineering from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Dr. Patrick was the 
first African American woman to earn a 
doctorate in chemical engineering

If she won a Nobel prize, Dr. Patrick would obtain a lot 
more opportunities to publish her work, and she would 
ear the recognition she deserved at the time. She would 
continue working as she used too, as she always strived 
for greater achievements without wondering what others 
thought of her. She would continue her work to motivate 
others and become the change she wanted to see.



When Jennie Patrick was asked. what advice she would give to an African American female 
hoping to enter science or engineering as a career?

“I think that’s a very tough question, but I would first tell her to be herself. You need to 
know who you are.  you need to be comfortable with yourself, you need to love yourself, 
and you need to respect yourself. Then everything else becomes secondary. Achieve the 
highest goals possible but don’t allow achievement alone to define who you are. Make 
that decision early. Don’t let material things or world recognition be your driving force.” – 
Patrick R. Jennie (Proffitt, Notable Women Scientists 1999)


	Slide 1
	Slide 2

