
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FUN FACTS: 
(1) During the period between her late childhood and early adulthood, she suffered from total hearing loss.
(2) There is an award named after her called the Annie Jump Cannon Award in Astronomy. It is for outstanding research and promises for 

future research by a postdoctoral woman.
(3) She has been credited with manually cataloging 350,000 stars, earning her the nickname “the census taker of the sky.”

1925:
Earned her first 
honorary 
doctorate from 
Oxford University

1931:
Awarded the 
Henry Draper 
Medal of the 
National Academy 
of Sciences

1901:
Published her first 
catalog of stars 

1921:
Became the first 
woman to receive a 
Doctorate of Astronomy 
degree from Groningen 
University

1922:
The International 
Astronomical Union 
adopted her method 
(Harvard Classification 
scheme)
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Annie Jump Cannon was born in 1863 and 
died in 1941. She was an American astronomer 
who specialized in the classification of stellar 
spectra. 
          She studied physics and astronomy at 
Wellesley College, graduating in 1884. Between 
1884 and 1894, she dabbled in photography, 
but once her mom died, she returned to her 
studies.
          In 1895, she enrolled at Radcliffe and 
continued her studies under Edward Pickering. 
In 1901, she published a catalog of stars in 
which she drastically simplified Flemming’s 
scheme to the classes O, B, A, F, G, K, and M.
         Later on, it was discovered that her 
classification scheme was classifying stars by 
their temperature, and these spectral 
classifications became universally adopted. 
Annie Cannon also discovered 300 variable stars 
and 5 novae. 
          After 1924, she extended her work 
cataloging thousands of stars for the two-
volume Henry Draper Extension.         
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Summary of Research:

Annie's job was to catalog stars with a magnitude 
(apparent brightness) of nine or more. Originally, her 
scheme was based on the strength of the Balmer 
absorption lines. After absorption lines were understood 
in terms of stellar temperatures, her initial classification 
system was rearranged to avoid having to update star 
catalogs. Each star got a letter designation based on its 
spectral class: O, B, A, F, G, K, M
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