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EDUCATION 

 
Doctor of Philosophy, Public Health, Community Health Science 

Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center (LSUHSC), School of Public Health, 

Dissertation: “Subgroups of Men Who Have Sex with Men, Social Capital, and HIV 

Risk Behaviors” 

2011 – 2016 

Master of Anthropology, Medical Anthropology 

University of Memphis, Department of Anthropology, Memphis, TN 

Practicum: “An Evaluation of an HIV Education Program in Uganda” 

2009 – 2011 

Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology 

University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 
2002 – 2006 

 

POSTGRADUATE TRAINING AND FELLOWSHIP APPOINTMENTS 

 
HIV Implementation Science Fellow 

Johns Hopkins University, Inter-Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) Implementation 

Science Working Group 

2021 – 2022 

Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Postdoctoral Research Fellow, HIV Prevention 

Medical College of Wisconsin, Center for AIDS Intervention Research (CAIR) 
2017 – 2019 

 

  ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS AT UNC CHARLOTTE 

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Community Health 2019 – current 

Center Faculty, Violence Prevention Center 2023 – current  

Director of Preventive Health, Academy for Population Health Innovation (APHI) Fall 2023 

Co-Lead of Preventive Health, Academy for Population Health Innovation (APHI) 2022 – 2023 

  PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 

 
Field Supervisor National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 
(NHBS) 

New Orleans, LA 2014 – 2016 

Program Evaluator Savannah Sunrise Foundation Uganda, East Africa 2010 – 2011 
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ONGOING EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH SUPPORT 

 
NIH/NIAID R01 (5R01AI169602-02) Dennis (PI) 07/2022 – 06/2027 

Title: Rapid response to incident HIV infection to identify expanding transmission networks and inform 

partner services (RESPOND). 
Role: Co-Investigator / Charlotte Site Principal Investigator 

Total Direct: $667,442 (0.9 academic; Subaward) 

 
NIH EHE CFAR Supplement (Prime: Chapel 
Hill) 

Tucker (PI) 08/2023 – 07/2025 

Title: Community-engaged Approaches to Expand HIV Self-Testing (CATEST) 
Role: Multiple Principal Investigator (MPI) 

Co-Lead Investigator with Dr. Ucheoma Nwaozuru (Wake Forest University School of Medicine) 

Total Direct: $222,360; (0.9 academic and 0.28 summer) 

 

ADDITIONAL EXTRAMURAL FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATIVE OR RESEARCH SUPPORT 

 
Mecklenburg County Health Department Thompson (PI) 12/2020 – 02/2025 

Title: MCPH HIV Dashboard Development and Support 
Role: Co-Investigator 

Total Direct: $531,938 (0.9 academic +1.04 summer in 2020-2023; 2024-2025 in kind); Subaward 

 
Mecklenburg County Health Department Dulin (PI) 07/2023 – 07/2024 

Title: APHI Operational Funding 
Role: APHI Core Team Member  

Total Direct: $290,000 annual (0.26 summer) 

 
Violence Prevention Center  Zarwell (PI) 2024 

Title: UNC Charlotte HIV/STI Testing and OctoberTest 2024  

Role: Principal Investigator  
Total Direct: $2,000 (No percent effort. Funding for hourly graduate student workers and 
supplies) 

 

 

ONGOING INTRAMURAL RESEARCH SUPPORT 

 
Ignite for Centers Grant Alexander, Mennicke, Cramer (MPI) 2023 – 2024 

Title: UNC Charlotte Violence Prevention Center  

Role: Senior Personnel  
Total Direct: $15,000 (No percent effort. Estimated Dollar Value of In-Kind $4,250) 
 

 

EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH SUPPORT IN REVIEW 

INTRAMURAL RESEARCH SUPPORT IN REVIEW 

 

COMPLETED RESEARCH SUPPORT 

   
NIH EHE Supplement P30AI050410 Swanstrom (PI) 08/2020 – 07/2021 

Title: Transforming the Carolinas 2.0. (UNC Chapel Hill Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) Supplement) 

Lead Principal Investigator: Tonia Poteat   

https://reporter.nih.gov/search/Y1oZdrv5TEC4056QECpYfA/project-details/10653195
https://research.charlotte.edu/departments/center-research-excellence-cre/locating-funding/internal-funding-programs
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Role: Co-Investigator   

Total Direct: $18,010 (10% FTE, Subaward)   

 
Mecklenburg County Health Department   Zarwell (PI)    05/2020 – 12/2020 

Title: Scale-up Approaches for Non-PrEP Providers (SCAN) Evaluation Study. 

Role: Principal Investigator   

Total Direct: $21,129 (11.67% effort summer)   

NIH EHE Supplement P30AI050410               Swanstrom (PI) 08/2019 – 12/2020 

Title: Transforming the Carolinas 1.0. (UNC Chapel Hill CFAR Supplement)  

Lead Principal Investigator: Tonia Poteat  

Role: Research Team member  
Amount: (No percent effort. In kind).  

 
NIH Loan Repayment Award Zarwell (PI) 10/2018 – 10/2020 

Minority Health and Health Disparities   

Role: Principal Investigator   

Amount: $10,928.16   

 
NIH P30MH0522776; T32MH019985 Dickson-Gomez (PI) 04/2018 – 02/2019 

Title: Understanding Transgender Experiences: Interactions with Healthcare Providers and Social Network 

Influence on Health Behaviors. 

Role: Principal Investigator (T32)   
Total Direct: $28,809   

 
NIH P30MH0522776 Walsh (PI) 06/2018 – 05/2019 

Title: Pridefest Health Study 2018   

Role: Co-Investigator   

Total Direct: $21,131   

 

UNFUNDED RESEARCH SUPPORT (INCLUDES INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL) 

 
NSF Research Enhancement for Undergraduates Moxie and Dahl (MPI) 2024-2025 

Title: Charlotte Urban Health Through Team Science (CUHTTS): Systems, Space, and Behaviors 

Role: Mentor   

 Total Direct: $432,271 (No percent effort. In kind).   

  
Society of Family Planning Alexander (PI) 08/2023-03/2025 
 Title: Barriers to Care for Black Patients with Endometriosis  
Role: Mentor   
 Total: $59,845 (No percent effort. Estimated Dollar Value of In-Kind $4,250)  
   
R1 Commission  2021 
Lead Investigators: Cramer, R.J., Kulkarni, S., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., Mennicke, A. 
Existing and Emerging Excellence: Violence Prevention  
Role: Area Team Member   
   
R1 Commission  2021 
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Lead Investigators: DeHaven, M., Dulin, M   
Existing and Emerging Excellence: Urban Health Equity, Education and Research Collaborative 
Role: Area Team Member   
   
NIH Loan Repayment Award Zarwell (PI) 10/2022 – 10/2024 

Minority Health and Health Disparities   

Role: Principal Investigator   

Amount: $10,000 (Renewal)   

NIH EHE CFAR Supplement Tucker (PI) 8/2022 – 07/2024 

Title: Community-engaged Approaches to Expand HIV Self-Testing 

Role: Multiple Principal Investigator   

 Co-Lead Investigator: Ucheoma Nwaozuru (Wake Forest School of Medicine)  

Total Direct: $168,049   

NIH R01 (RFA-AI-21-025) Poteat (PI) 03/2022 – 02/2027 

Title: Transforming the Carolinas 3.0: Engaging Community Health Workers for HIV Prevention. 

Role: Co-Investigator   

Total Direct: $321,188 (10% FTE + summer)    

UNC Charlotte R1 Commission Thompson, Robinson, & Zarwell N/A 

Future Opportunity and Investment: Ending the HIV Epidemic- The Advancement of Testing, Treatment, 
Prevention, and Response. 

Role: Co-Lead Investigator   

Amount: N/A   

NIH R01 (1R01AI52926-01A1; PA-19-042) Dennis (PI) 08/2021 – 07/2026 

Title: Rapid response to incident HIV Infection to identify expanding transmission networks and inform 

partner services. 

Role: Co-Investigator   

Total Direct: $442,014 (10% FTE)    

 
NIH EHE Supplement (PA-20-272) Menezes (PI) 08/2021 – 07/2022 

Title: Using Implementation Science to Identify Barriers and Facilitators to HIV Self-Testing in Mecklenburg 

County, NC. (UNC Chapel Hill CFAR Supplement) 

Role: Lead Principal Investigator   

Total Direct: $197,671 (10% FTE + summer)    

   

Ignite Planning Grant – UNC Charlotte Thompson (PI) 05/2021 – 05/2023 

Title: Forging Interdisciplinary Partnerships to Advance HIV Prevention Research: An Academy for 

Population Health Innovation (APHI) Project. 

Role: Senior Personnel   

Total Direct: $99,360    

   

AHQR Health Services (PA-18-765) Gil-Rivas (PI) 01/2021 – 01/2022 

Title: Improving Healthcare for Trans Youth.   

Role: Senior/Key Personnel   
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Amount: (No percent effort. In kind).   

   

Faculty Research Grant – UNC Charlotte Zarwell (PI) 01/2020 – 01/2021 

Title: Using Implementation Research to Curb the HIV Epidemic in High-Burden Areas. 

Role: Principal Investigator   

Amount: $8,000 requested     

   

NIH EHE Supplement Swanstrom (PI) 08/2020 – 07/2021 

Title: A Multicomponent Digital Health Intervention to Engage Sexual and Gender Minority Youth in Tele- 

PrEP. (UNC Chapel Hill CFAR Supplement) 

Lead Principal Investigator: Lisa Hightow-Weidman  

Role: Co-Investigator   

Total Direct: $18,010 (10% FTE; Subaward)    

   

NIH Loan Repayment Award Zarwell (PI) 10/2020 – 10/2022 

Minority Health and Health Disparities   

Role: Principal Investigator   

Amount: $10,000 (Renewal)    

HONORS & AWARDS 

 
Nexus 2023 Innovation Award (APHI), UNC Charlotte 2023 

CHHS Faculty Excellence Award in Community Engagement, UNC Charlotte 2023 

Paper Chase Program Faculty Mentor Training, UNC Charlotte 2023 

Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health (elected faculty member) 2022 

MU Chapter UNC Charlotte Phi Beta Delta Honor Society for International Scholars 2019 

Postdoc Travel Award from the Office of Postdoctoral Education, MCW 2018 

Women in Science Opportunities Fund Award, MCW 2018 

LSUHSC Travel Award, APHA Conference 2015 

LSUHSC Travel Award, APHA Conference 2014 

Graduate Research Assistantship, LSUHSC 2011-2014 

United States Conference on AIDS, Registration Scholarship 2013 
LSUHSC Travel Award, APHA Conference 2012 

Graduate Teaching Assistantship, U of M 2010 

Study Abroad International Experience Scholarship, U of M 2010 

College of Arts and Sciences Travel Enrichment Award, U of M 2010 

Department of Anthropology Student Travel Award, U of M 2010 

Graduate Research Assistantship, U of M 2009-2011 

South Carolina Life Scholarship, USC 2002-2006 
  

Note: Underlined names indicate student or mentored co-authors. 

 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  

 

1. Ngamasana, E., Zarwell, M., Eberly, L., & Gunn, L. (2024). Difference in physical and mental health 

by informal caregiving status before and after the COVID-19 National Emergency Declaration 

Restrictions in the US. SSM Popul Health. 2024 Mar; 25: 101609. 
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2. Ngamasana, E.L., Zarwell, M., & Gunn, L. (2023). Physical and Mental Health of Informal Caregivers 

Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic in the United States. BMC Public Health, 23, 2349 

(2023). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-17164-8. 

3. Zarwell, M., Witt, B., Marin, J.S., Gorman, B., Kumtap, M.U., Hoff, R., Rysbayeva, A., Jha, P., 

Boehm, E., Issel, M., Harihar, S., & Robinson, P. (2023). Uptake and Discontinuation of PrEP among 

Uninsured Cisgender and Transgender Women: A Public-Private Partnership Model. AIDS Patient 

Care & STDS, Nov;37(11):525-534. doi: 10.1089/apc.2023.0147. PMID: 37956243. 

4. Zarwell, M., Patton, A., Gunn, L.H., Benziger, A., Witt, B., Robinson, P.A., Terrell, D.F. (2023). 

PrEP awareness, willingness, and likelihood to use future HIV prevention methods among 

undergraduate college students in an ending the HIV epidemic jurisdiction. Journal of American 

College Health. Jul 18:1-10. doi: 10.1080/07448481.2023.2232885. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

37463522. 

5. Walsh, J., Zarwell, M., John, S., & Quinn, K. (2022). Sources of Information about Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Associations with PrEP Stigma, Intentions, Provider Discussions, and Use. 

Journal of Sex Research. Aug 29:1-13. doi: 10.1080/00224499.2022.2110208. PMID: 36036718; 

PMCID: PMC9971350. 

6. Zarwell, M., Bowling, J., Gunn, L.H., Kissler, N., McComas, M., Patton, A., Ragunathan, R., & 

Brown, R. (2022). Collectives for Care: Perspectives of Providers and Community Members in Trans 

Health Care in a Southern U.S. City. Journal of Homosexuality. DOI: 

10.1080/00918369.2022.2105674 

7. Dang, M., Scheim, A.I., Teti, M., Quinn, K.G., Zarwell, M., Petroll, A.E., Horvath, K.J., John, S.A. 

(2022). Barriers and Facilitators to HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Uptake, Adherence, and 

Persistence Among Transgender Populations in the United States: A Systematic Review. AIDS Patient 

Care and STDs, 36(6):236-248. doi: 10.1089/apc.2021.0236. PMID: 35687813. 

8. Kaniuka, A., Cramer, R.J., Wilsey, C.N., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., Mennicke, A., Patton, A., 

Zarwell, M., McLeah, C., Harris, Y., Sullivan, S., & Gray, G. (2022). COVID-19 Exposure, Stress, 

and Mental Health: Results from a Needs Assessment among Low Income Adults in Central North 

Carolina. Frontiers in Psychiatry. 12:790468. doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2021.790468. PMCID: 

PMC8812254. 

9. Kaniuka, A., Zarwell, M., Cramer, R., Quinn, K., Broaddus, M., Patton, A., & Walsh, J. (Epub 

2021). Perceptions of HIV Research Participation among Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men who have 

Sex with Men and Transgender and Non-Binary Adults. Journal of Empirical Research on Human 

Research Ethics, 17(1- 2):15-28. doi: 10.1177/15562646211062707. 

10. Zarwell, M., Walsh, J., Quinn, K., Kaniuka, A., Patton, A., Robinson, W.T., & Cramer, R. (2021). A 

Psychometric Assessment of Network Level Social Capital Among Gender and Sexual Minority 

Individuals. BMC Public Health, 21: 1918. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-021-11970-8. 

11. Scott, D., Pereira, N., Harrison, S., Zarwell, M., Sanasi-Bhola, K, & Poteat, T. (2021). “In the Bible 

Belt:” The Role of Religion in HIV Care and Prevention for Transgender People in the United States 

South. Health & Place, 70:102613. doi: 10.1016/j.healthplace.2021.102613. 

12. Zarwell, M., John, S.A., Westmoreland, D., Mirzayi, C., Pantalone, D., Golub, S., Nash, D., & Grov, C. 

(2021). PrEP Uptake and Discontinuation Among a National Sample of Transgender Men and Women. 

AIDS & Behavior, 25(4):1063-1071. doi: 10.1007/s10461-020-03064-0. PMC7979462. 

13. Quinn, K.G., Zarwell, M., John, S.A., Christenson, E., & Walsh J.L. (2020). Perceptions of PrEP Use 

Within Primary Relationships Among Young Black Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with 

Men (MSM). AIDS & Behavior, 49:2117-2128. 

14. Whiteman, A., Burnett, J., Handanagic, S., Wejnert, C., Broz, D., for the National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance Study Group. (2020). Distance Matters: The Association of Proximity to Syringe 

Services Programs with Sharing of Syringes and Injecting Equipment – 17 US cities, 2015. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-17164-8
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International Journal of Drug Policy, 85. 

15. Adams, M., Sionean, C., Broz, D., Wejnert, C., and the National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study 

Group. (2020). Serious Mental Illness Among People Who Inject Drugs: An Assessment of Injection 

Risks and Healthcare Use. Journal of Infectious Diseases, 222: S401-s409. doi: 10.1093/infdis/jiaa238. 

16. Zarwell, M., Ransome, Y., Gruber, D., & Robinson, W.T. (2019). PrEP Indicators, Social Capital, 

and Social Group Memberships among Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with Men. 

Culture, Health, & Sexuality 21(12):1349-1366. PMC6684860. 

17. Finlayson, T., Cha, S., Xia, M., Trujillo, L., Denson, D., Prejean, J., Kanny, D., Wejnert, C., and the 

National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2019). Changes in HIV Preexposure 

Prophylaxis Awareness and Use Among Men Who Have Sex with Men — 20 Urban Areas, 2014 and 

2017. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 68(27);597–603. 

18. Stein, R., Xu, S. Williams, W., Marano, M., Adanze, E., Finlayson, T., Paz-Bailey, G., Wejnert, C., for 

National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2019). Factors Associated with HIV 

Antiretroviral Therapy among Men Who Have Sex with Men in 20 US Cities, 2014. Journal of Urban 

Health, 96(6): 868-877. 

19. Trujillo, L., Chapin-Bardales, J., German, E.J., Kanny, D., Wejnert, C., and the National HIV 

Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2019). Trends in Sexual Risk Behaviors Among 

Hispanic/Latino Men Who Have Sex with Men - 19 Urban Areas, 2011-2017. Morbidity and Mortality 

Weekly Report, 68(40):873-879. 

20. Zarwell, M. & Robinson, W. T. (2019). Network Properties among Gay, Bisexual and Other Men Who 

Have Sex with Men Differ by Race. AIDS & Behavior 23(5):1315-1325. PMC6511312. 

21. Ransome, Y., Zarwell, M., & Robinson, W.T. (2019). Participation in Community Groups 

Increases the Likelihood of PrEP Awareness: New Orleans NHBS-MSM Cycle, 2014. PLoS ONE 

14(3): e0213022. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal. pone.0213022. PMC6414008. 

22. Quinn, K., Dickson-Gomez, J., Zarwell, M., & Pearson, B., Lewis, M. (2019). “A Gay Man and a 

Doctor Are Just Like, A Recipe for Destruction": How Racism and Homonegativity in Healthcare 

Settings Influence PrEP Uptake among Young Black MSM. AIDS & Behavior, Jul;23(7):1951-1963. 

PMC6571052. 

23. Chapin-Bardales, J., Rosenberg, E.S., Sullivan, P.S., Jenness, S.M., Paz-Bailey, G., for the National 

HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2019). Trends in Number and Composition of Sex 

Partners Among Men Who Have Sex with Men in the United States, National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance, 2008-2014. Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 81(3):257-265. 

PMC6647032. 

24. Zarwell, M. & Robinson, W. T. (2018). Development of a Social Capital Scale for Constructed 

Families of Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with Men. PLoS ONE 13(12): e0208781. 

PMC6292593. 

25. Zarwell, M. & Robinson, W.T. (2018). The Influence of Constructed Family Membership on HIV Risk 

Behaviors among Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with Men in New Orleans. Journal of 

Urban Health, 95(2):179-187. PMC5906379. 

26. Zlotorzynska, M., Weidle, P., Paz-Bailey, G., Broz, D., for the National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance Study Group. (2018). Factors Associated with Obtaining Sterile Syringes from 

Pharmacies among Persons Who Inject Drugs in 20 US Cities. International Journal of Drug Policy, 

62, 51-58. 

27. Hoots, B., Torrone, E., Bernstein, K., Paz-Bailey, G., for the National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 

Study Group. (2018). Self-Reported Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Testing and Diagnosis among Men 

Who Have Sex with Men—20 US Cities, 2011 and 2014. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 45 (7) 469-

475. 

28. CDC. Adams, M., Wejnert, C., Finlayson, T., Xia, M., Paz-Bailey, G., for the National HIV 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6684860/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6511312/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.%20pone.0213022
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Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2018). HIV Infection, Risk, Prevention, and Testing 

Behaviors among Persons Who Inject Drugs—National HIV Behavioral Surveillance: Injection Drug 

Use, 20 U.S. Cities, 2015. HIV Surveillance Special Report 18. 

29. Burnett, JC, Broz, D., Spiller, MW, Wejnert, C, Paz-Bailey, G., for the National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance Study Group. (2018). HIV Infection and HIV-Associated Behaviors among Persons 

Who Inject Drugs – 20 Cities, United States, 2015. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 67:23-28. 

30. Robinson, W.T., Zarwell, M. & Gruber, D. (2017). Preferences for Home Based Testing among 

Heterosexuals at High Risk for HIV/AIDS: New Orleans, Louisiana. Journal of Acquired Immune 

Deficiency Syndromes, 75(3). 

31. An, Q., Wejnert, C., Bernstein, K., Paz-Bailey, G. & National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study 

Group. (2017). Syphilis Screening and Diagnosis among Men Who Have Sex with Men, 2008-2014, 

20 U.S. Cities. Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 75(3). 

32. Wejnert, C., Raymond, H., Robbins, T., Prejean, J., Hall, H., McCray, E., Paz-Bailey, G. & 

National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study Group. (2017). Achieving Greater HIV Prevention 

Impact Through CDC’s National HIV Behavioral Surveillance System. Journal of Acquired Immune 

Deficiency Syndromes, 75(3). 

33. Raymond, H., Al-Tayyib, A, Neaigus, A., Reilly, K., Braunstein, S., Brady, K., Sey, E., Risser, J., 

Padget, P., Lalota, M., Schacht, J., Forrest, D., Macomber, K., Griffin, V., Higgins, E., Robinson, W., 

Zarwell, M., Opoku, J., Magnus, M., Kuo, I., Burt, R., Thiede, H., Glick, S., Flynn, C., & German, D. 

(2017). HIV among MSM and Heterosexual Women in the United States: An Ecologic Analysis. 

Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 75(3). 

34. Wejnert C, Hess KL, Rose CE, Balaji A, Smith JC, Paz-Bailey G, & National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance Study Group. (2016). Age-Specific Race and Ethnicity Disparities in HIV Infection and 

Awareness among Men Who Have Sex with Men-20 US Cities, 2008-2014. Journal of Infectious 

Diseases, 213(5): 776-83. 

35. Hoots, B., Finlayson, T., Nerlander, J., Paz-Bailey, G., & National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 

Study Group. (2016). Willingness to Take, use of, and Indications for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 

among Men Who Have Sex with Men - 20 U.S. Cities, 2014. Clinical Infectious Diseases, 63(5):672-7. 

36. CDC. Wejnert, C., Xia M., Doyle K., Paz-Bailey G. & National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 

Study Group. (2016). HIV Infection Risk, Prevention, and Testing Behaviors among Men Who 

Have Sex with Men— National HIV Behavioral Surveillance, 20 U.S. Cities, 2014. HIV 

Surveillance Special Report 15. 

37. Robinson, W. T., Brown, M.C., & Moody-Thomas, S. (2014). Smoking and Experiences with Tobacco 

Cessation among Men Who Have Sex with Men: New Orleans, 2011. AIDS & Behavior, 18 Suppl 3, 

324-332. 

 

MANUSCRIPTS IN REVIEW    

  

1. Elkins, J.S., Hopper, L., Zarwell, M., & Brown, D. “Everything I do is freedom”: Retreat-based leisure 

time physical activity access, design, and impact. Submitted for peer review on March 2, 2024. 

 

MANUSCRIPTS IN DEVELOPMENT 

 

1. Marin, J.S., Miller, L., Elkins, J., Hoff, M., Robinson, P., Jones, M., Hogg-Jones, C., Rogers, E., & 

Zarwell, M. OctoberTest 2023. 

2. Zarwell, M., Dale, I., Elkins, E., Okum, E., Golin, C. & Dennis, A. The Peer Paradox: Formative 

Research to Inform the Implementation of an Enhanced Social Network Strategy for Black Sexual 

and Gender Minorities.  
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3. Elkins, J. S., Zarwell, M., Okumu, E., Zinck, M., Dale, I., Golin, C., Robinson, P., McCrimmon, J., 

Esposito, M., & Dennis, A. Perspectives from public health leaders on barriers and facilitators to 

HIV prevention to inform a Social Network Recruitment Strategy in the Southern US. 

4. Craven, D., Dale, I., Zarwell, M., Dennis, A. HIV-related stigma, discrimination, and resilience 

among black sexual and gender minorities in the Charlotte-Midlands region. 

 

NON-PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC-FACING PUBLICATIONS 

 

1. Zarwell, M., Patton, A., Witt, B., & Robinson, P.A. (2020, October). Getting to 0 New 

Infections in Mecklenburg County: The Promise of PrEP for HIV Prevention. Mecklenburg 

Medicine, 50 (9), p. 13. 

2. Zarwell, M. & Elkins, J. (2024, February). Sexually transmitted infections are soaring in 

Charlotte and the Parents Bill of Rights isn’t helping. Charlotte Observer.  

 

TECHNICAL REPORTS 

 

1. Marin, J.S., Franklin, K., Robinson, P., Miller, M., & Zarwell, M. (2023). Mecklenburg County 

Intercollegiate OctoberTest 2023 Event: Summary Report. Submitted to Mecklenburg County Public 

Health and APHI. 

2. Marin, J.S., Zarwell, M. & Robinson, P. (2022). Mecklenburg County Intercollegiate World AIDS Day 

2022 Event: Summary Report. Submitted to Mecklenburg County Public Health and APHI. 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 
1. Home-based HIV 

Testing 
Disseminated on United Press International by Louisiana State 
University. Science News. Home-based kit to increase HIV testing. 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170731114554.htm. 

Also covered by The Association of Schools and Programs of Public 

Health and EurekAlert! 

Jul. 2017 

2. National HIV 

Testing Day 

Meck County leads NC in people living with HIV. A Charlotte health 

expert explains why. Charlotte Observer. 

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/know-your- 

704/article276565996.html 

Jun. 2023 

3. OctoberTest  Free STI testing sites at Charlotte college campuses. QCity Metro. 
https://qcitymetro.com/2023/10/10/free-std-testing-in-charlotte/ 

Oct. 2023 

4. OctoberTest The Academy of Population Health Innovation will hold OctoberTest to 

provide free HIV/STI testing. NinerTimes. 
https://www.ninertimes.com/news/the-academy-of-population-health-
innovation-will-hold-octobertest-to-provide-free-hiv-sti-

testing/article_03571064-6621-11ee-a002-53e554e95be6.html 

Oct. 2023 

 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE – ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS IN REVIEW OR UNINVITED 

 

1. Marin, J.S., Miller, L., Elkins, J., Hoff, M., Robinson, P., Jones, M., Hogg-Jones, C., Rogers, E., & 

Zarwell, M. OctoberTest 2023. Abstract submitted to the 2024 American Public Health Association 

Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

https://www.meckmed.org/magazines/oct2020/mobile/index.html#p=13
https://www.meckmed.org/magazines/oct2020/mobile/index.html#p=13
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/article285433707.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/article285433707.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/07/170731114554.htm
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/know-your-704/article276565996.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/know-your-704/article276565996.html
https://qcitymetro.com/2023/10/10/free-std-testing-in-charlotte/
https://www.ninertimes.com/news/the-academy-of-population-health-innovation-will-hold-octobertest-to-provide-free-hiv-sti-testing/article_03571064-6621-11ee-a002-53e554e95be6.html
https://www.ninertimes.com/news/the-academy-of-population-health-innovation-will-hold-octobertest-to-provide-free-hiv-sti-testing/article_03571064-6621-11ee-a002-53e554e95be6.html
https://www.ninertimes.com/news/the-academy-of-population-health-innovation-will-hold-octobertest-to-provide-free-hiv-sti-testing/article_03571064-6621-11ee-a002-53e554e95be6.html
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2. Elkins, J. S., Zarwell, M., Okumu, E., Zinck, M., Dale, I., Golin, C., Robinson, P., McCrimmon, 

J., Esposito, M., & Dennis, A. Perspectives from public health leaders on barriers and facilitators to 

HIV prevention to inform a Social Network Recruitment Strategy in the Southern 

US. Abstract submitted to the 2024 HIV for Prevention (H4P) Conference, Lima, Peru. 

3. Zarwell, M., Yang, G., Dale, I., Okumu, E., Elkins, J. S., Esposito, M., Galphin, G., Onyeama, U., 

Craven, D., Golin, C., & Dennis, A. (2024). Exploring Social Network Composition and HIV 

Service Perceptions among Black Cisgender Men and Transgender Women. Oral presentation 

accepted for the GLMA 42nd Annual Conference on LGBTQ+ Health, September 30 - October 2, 

2024, Charlotte, North Carolina. 

4. Elkins, J. S., Zarwell, M., Okumu, E., Zinck, M., Dale, I., Golin, C., Robinson, P., McCrimmon, 

J., Esposito, M., & Dennis, A. Perspectives from public health leaders on barriers and facilitators to 

HIV prevention to inform a Social Network Recruitment Strategy in the Southern 

US. Abstract submitted to AIDS 2024, the 25th International AIDS Conference, Munich, Germany. 

5. McCrimmon, J., Zinck, M., Okumu, E., Esposito, M., Golin, C., Zarwell, M., Dale, I., Elkins, J., 

Dennis, A. (2023). Barriers and facilitators to HIV care engagement: Perspectives from public 

health 

leaders serving Black men who have sex with men and Black transgender women in a Southeastern Ending 

the HIV Epidemic jurisdiction. Latebreaker abstract submitted to the 2023 American Public Health 

Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

6. Elkins, J. S., Zinck, M., Okumu, E., Zarwell, M., Golin, C., Robinson, P., McCrimmon, J., Esposito, M., 

Dale, I., & Dennis, A. (2023). Unraveling barriers and facilitators to HIV prevention engagement: 

Formative research with public health leaders working with members of sexual and gender minority 

groups in an ending the HIV epidemic jurisdiction. Latebreaker abstract submitted to the 2023 

American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

7. Robinson, P.A., Zarwell, M., Satyanarayana, S., Harihar, S., Witt, B., Nnoko, R., Jenkins, M., Edwards-

Knight, J, & Zenarosa, G.L. (2021). The Influence of the COVID-19 Pandemic on PrEP Usage in 

Mecklenburg County, 

North Carolina. Abstract submitted the North Carolina Public Health Association Annual Conference, 

Asheville, NC. Conference cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic, accepted for rescheduled conference in 

April 2022. 

8. Kissler, N., Zarwell, M., Bowling, J., McComas, M., Patton, A., Ragunathan, R., & Brown, R. (2021). 

Strategies to Improve Health Services to Address the Needs of Gender Expansive Individuals in 

Mecklenburg County, NC: Perspectives from Providers and Community Members. Abstract submitted 

to the North Carolina Public Health Association Annual Conference, Asheville, NC. Conference 

cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

9. Adeyemi, O., Harver, A., Zarwell, M., & Zuber, P. (2021). Curriculum Effectiveness in an 

Accredited Undergraduate Public Health Program: Content Analysis of Capstone ePortfolio 

Reflections. Abstract accepted to the Association of American Colleges and Universities Annual 

Conference, rescheduled for January 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

10. Poteat, T., Pereira, N., Sansai-Bhola, K., Weissman, S., Zarwell, M., Gaddist, B., & Harrison, S. (2021). 

Addressing Structural Barriers to HIV Prevention and Care for Transgender Adults: Lessons Learned 

from Community Based Research. Abstract Submitted to the International AIDS Society 2021 Annual 

Conference. 

11. Poteat, T., Pereira, N., Sansai-Bhola, K., Weissman, S., Simmons, A., Zarwell, M., Gaddist, B., & 

Harrison, S. (2021). The Structure of Racism and White Advantage at the Intersection of Gender 

Identity. Abstract submitted to call for papers to the special issue of Racism and Health in the Journal 

of Health Affairs (https://www.healthaffairs.org/request-for-abstracts/2021-racism-and-health). 

12. Patton, A., Christenson, E., Quinn, K., Dickson-Gomez, J., & Zarwell, M. (2021). Promoting Trauma- 

http://www.healthaffairs.org/request-for-abstracts/2021-racism-and-health)
http://www.healthaffairs.org/request-for-abstracts/2021-racism-and-health)
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Informed Care to Improve Mental Health Outcomes Among Trans and Non-Binary Individuals. 

Abstract submitted to the 2021 American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Denver, Co. 

(not selected). 

13. Poteat, T., Pereira, N., Sansai-Bhola, K., Zarwell, M., & Weissman, S. (2021). Transforming the 

Carolinas: Preparing to End the HIV Epidemic Among Transgender People of Color in NC and SC. 

Abstract submitted to the Journal of AIDS supplement for Implementation Science Research. 

14. Quinn, K., Zarwell, M., John, S., Christenson, E., & Walsh, J. (2020). “If Y’all Can’t Trust Each Other, 

It’s Not A Real Relationship”: A Qualitative Exploration of PrEP Use in Primary Relationships Among 

Young Black MSM. Poster submitted at the Adherence 2020 Conference for the International 

Association of Providers of AIDS Care, Orlando, FL. 

15. Walsh, J., Zarwell, M., John, S.A., & Quinn, K. (2020). Sources of Information about Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Associations with PrEP Use Among Sexual and Gender Minority Youth. 

Abstract submitted to the 2020 Society for Research on Adolescence Biennial Meeting, San Diego, 

CA. 

Note: * Indicates presenter if not first author 

 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE – POSTER PRESENTATIONS  

 

1. Ngamasana, E., Zarwell, M., & Gunn, L.H. (2023). Physical and mental health of informal caregivers 

before and during the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. Poster presentation at the 2023 

American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

2. Zarwell, M., Benziger, A., *Patton, A., Witt, B., Terrell, D., & Robinson, P.A. (2022). Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis (PrEP) Awareness, Willingness, and Barriers Among College Students in Mecklenburg 

County, NC. Poster presentation at the 2022 North Carolina Public Health Association Annual 

Conference, Asheville, NC. April 2022. 

3. Dang, M., Schiem, A., Teti, M., Quinn, K., Zarwell, M., Petroll, A., Horvath, K., & John, S. (2021). 

Barriers and facilitators to HIV PrEP uptake, adherence, and persistence among transgender 

populations: A 

systematic review. Virtual poster presentation at the Adherence 2020 Conference for the International 

Association of Providers of AIDS Care, Orlando, FL. 

4. Zarwell, M., Harihar, S., Gigler, M., Patton, A., Nnoko, R., Jenkins, M., Lee, A., & Witt, B. (2020). 

Evaluating a Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Program in Mecklenburg County (MeckCo), NC: Characteristics 

of Transgender Participants. Virtual poster presentation at the Global Alliance 2020 Coming Together 

for Action Conference. 

5. Zarwell, M., Sawhney, M., Satyanarayana, S., Gigler, M., Robinson, P.A., & Witt, B. (2020). Access to 

PrEP in Mecklenburg County, NC: Visualizing the Geographical Distribution of PrEP Provider Sites. 

Virtual poster presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Conference, San 

Francisco, CA. 

6. Zarwell, M., Payne, N., Gruber, D., & Robinson, W.T. (2019). Trends in PrEP Awareness, Willingness 

and Uptake among Gay, Bisexual and other Men Who Have Sex with Men in New Orleans from 2011, 

to 2014, and 2017. Poster presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Conference, 

Philadelphia, PA. 

7. Walsh, J., Zarwell, M., Quinn, K., & Broaddus, M. (2019). Changes in Awareness, Discussion, and 

Use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) among MSM in Milwaukee: 2015-2018. Poster 

presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

8. Zarwell, M. & Dickson-Gomez, J. (2018). Gender Affirmation and Substance Use among Transgender, 

Non- Binary, and Gender Fluid People in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Poster presentation at the 2018 

Addiction Health Services Research Conference, Savannah, GA. 
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9. Dickson-Gomez, J, Zarwell, M., & Quinn, K. (2018). Association Between Different Permanent 

Supportive Housing Models on Problematic Drug and Alcohol Use. Poster presentation at the 2018 

Addiction Health Services Research Conference, Savannah, GA. 

10. Zarwell, M. & Robinson, W.T. (2018). Racial Differences in Egocentric Network Properties among 

Gay, Bisexual and Other MSM. Poster presentation at the Conference on Retroviruses and 

Opportunistic Infections Annual Meeting, Boston, MA. 

11. Zarwell, M., Payne, N., & Robinson, W.T. (2015). Usage and Perceptions of PrEP among Gay and 

Bisexual Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM) in New Orleans, 2014. Poster presentation at 

Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center Graduate Research Day, New Orleans, LA. 

12. Barak, N., Robinson, W., Fisher, K., & Zarwell, M. (2014). Hepatitis C Prevalence among Persons Who 

Inject Drugs in New Orleans. Poster presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual 

Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

13. Zarwell, M. & Cahill, L. (2014). Using GIS to Visualize Data from the National HIV Behavioral 

Surveillance (NHBS) in New Orleans, 2013. Poster presentation at Louisiana State University Health 

Sciences Center School of Public Health Honors Day, New Orleans, LA. 

14. Fisher, K., Barak, N., Brown, M.C., & Robinson, W.T. (2013). Monitoring Risk among Injectors in 

New Orleans—Findings from New Orleans NHBS 2005-2012. Poster presentation at the International 

Society for Disease Surveillance Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

15. Brown, M., Robinson, W. T., & Barak, N. (2012). Exploring the Existence of Gay Family Networks 

among Men Who have Sex with Men in New Orleans, Louisiana. Poster presentation at the American 

Public Health Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 

16. Brown, M. & Mckay, V. (2010). The Concept of Behavioral Immunity: HIV Education 

Strategies for Children. Poster presentation at the Sigma Xi Annual Meeting, Raleigh, NC. 

 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE – ORAL AND ROUNDTABLE PRESENTATIONS  

 

1. Zarwell, M., Witt, B., Edwards-Knight, J., Gorman, B., Marin, J.S., Gorman, B., Kumtap, M.U., 

Hoff, R., Rysbayeva, A., Jha, P., Boehm, E., Harihar, S., Issel, M., & Robinson, P. (2023). PrEP 

uptake and discontinuation among cisgender and transgender women enrolled in a county-funded 

program for uninsured adults. Oral presentation at the 2023 American Public Health Association 

Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

2. Scherer, S., Mukherjee, S., Zarwell, M., Park, A., Williams, A., Earley, K., Ong, J., Jenkins, M., Witt, 

B., Omerhi, I., Wilson, J., Davis, P., Karule, R., Dulin, M., Thompson, M.E., and Robinson, P. (2023). 

The Collaborative Development of a Public HIV Dashboard for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: 

Technical Design Phase. Oral presentation at the 2023 American Public Health Association Annual 

Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

3. Harihar, S., Edwards-Knight, J., Witt, B., Jenkins, M., *Zarwell, M., & Robinson, P. (2022) A novel 

model to provide PrEP to the uninsured in Mecklenburg County, NC (MeckCo) – the first 4 years’ 

experience. Roundtable Presentation at the 2022 American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, 

Boston, MA, November 2022. 

4. Zarwell, M., Cacace, S.C., Patton, A, Robles, G., & John, S.A. (2022). COVID-19 Related Stress and 

Substance Use Among a National Sample of Sexual Minority Men Recruited on Social Media and 

Dating Apps, Oral Presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Boston, 

MA, November 2022. 

5. Scherer, S., Zarwell, M., Park, A., Hamilton, L.A., Williams, A., Earley, K., Ong, J., Jenkins, M., Witt, 

B., Dulin, M., Thompson, M.E., & Robinson, P. (2022). The Collaborative Development of a Public 

HIV Dashboard for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: Planning Phase. Oral Presentation at the 

American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 2022. 
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6. Zarwell, M., Patton, A., Witt, B., Lee, A., Nnoko, R., & Robinson, P.A. (2021). Prescribing PrEP in 

Primary Care Settings: Provider Perspectives in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Virtual 

roundtable presented at the 2021 American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Denver, Co. 

7. Zarwell, M., John, S.A., Westmoreland, D., Mirzayi, C., Pantalone, D., Golub, S., Nash, D., & Grov, C. 

(2019). PrEP Uptake and Discontinuation Among a National Sample of Transgender Men and Women. 

Oral Presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

8. Zarwell, M., Quinn, K., & Dickson-Gomez, J. (2019). Perspectives of and Experiences with PrEP 

among Transgender, Non-Binary, and Gender-Fluid People in Milwaukee, 2018. Oral presentation at 

the National HIV Prevention Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

9. Leonardi, C., Oral, E., Robinson, W.T., Fisher, K., & Zarwell, M. (2016). Lessons Learned from 

the Implementation of a Two-Stage Randomized Response Technique in Surveying Sensitive 

Topics. Oral presentation at the International Conference on Questionnaire Design, Development, 

Evaluation, and Testing, Miami, FL. 

10. Zarwell, M., Payne, N., & Robinson, W.T. (2015). Usage and Perceptions of PrEP among Men Who 

Have Sex with Men (MSM) in New Orleans, 2014. Oral presentation at the American Public Health 

Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

11. Barak, N., Robinson, W., Fisher, K., & Zarwell, M. (2014). Demographic and Behavioral Risk 

Profile of Injection Drug Using Subgroups in New Orleans. Roundtable presentation at the American 

Public Health Association Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

12. Brown, M. & Mckay, V. (2011). Results from the Field: The Concept of Behavioral Immunity 

in HIV Education Strategies for Children. Oral presentation at the Society for Applied 

Anthropology Annual Conference, Seattle, WA. 

 

OTHER INVITED TALKS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

1. Zarwell, M. & Nwaozuru, U. (2023, December). Community-engaged approaches to expand HIV self- 

testing in Mecklenburg County. Oral presentation for the MACC+ Lab, Johns Hopkins University 

Center for AIDS Research (CFAR; Virtual). 

2. Zarwell, M. & Kateesha Blount. (2023, April). Developing a Toolkit for Community Engagement. 

Breakout session co-facilitator for the Annual APHI Nexus Conference, Charlotte, NC. 

3. Nwaozuru, U., Zarwell, M., & Tucker, J. (2023, March). Community-engaged approaches to expand 

HIV self- testing in Mecklenburg County. Oral presentation for the Carolina’s United to End HIV 

(CUE-HIV) Working Group Meeting, Virtual. 

4. Zarwell, M. (2022, May). PrEP Awareness, Willingness, and Barriers among Undergraduate 

College Students in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Oral presentation for the Getting to Zero 

Community Working Group Monthly Meeting, Charlotte, NC. 

5. Zarwell, M. (2021, April). Synergistic Epidemics: Addressing HIV and Substance Use. Oral 

Presentation for the Center for Prevention Services and the Queen City Needle Exchange, Charlotte, 

NC. 

6. Zarwell, M. (2020, December). Mecklenburg Public Health Dashboard Updates. Oral presentation for 

the Getting to Zero Community Working Group Monthly Meeting, Charlotte, NC. 

7. Zarwell, M. (2020, February). LGBTQ Health and Health Equity: A Comprehensive Care Model. 

Panel Moderator for the Annual APHI Nexus Conference, Charlotte, NC. 

8. Zarwell, M. (2018, November). Why Do Social Relationships Matter? Disparities in HIV Risk and 

Prevention among Sexual and Gender Minorities. Oral presentation at the CAIR Research Conference, 

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
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Instructor of Record: UNC Charlotte 

Undergraduate 

HLTH 2101 Healthy Lifestyles (online-asynchronous, 3 sections 
shared with Dr. Lorenzo Hopper) 

F20 

 

Masters 

HLTH 6226 Community Health Methods F19; Sp20 
HLTH 6212 Health Promotion Program Mgmt. (online-synchronous; in person) F20,21,22 

 

Doctoral 

HLTH 8222 Qualitative Research II: Theory Generation and Analysis in Behavioral 
Sciences 

Sp20 

HLTH 8220 Theories and Interventions in Behavioral Science Sp22,23,24 

HLTH 8221 Qualitative Research in Behavioral Science F22,23 

 

Instructor of Record: University of Memphis; Memphis, TN 

Undergraduate 
ANTH 1100 Cultural Anthropology with an Applied Perspective F10; Sp11 

 

INVITED LECTURER / GUEST SPEAKER 

 
1. Prepping for Academic Jobs HLTH 8602; Doctoral level; UNC 

Charlotte (Panelist) 
Spring 2024 

2. Breaking Barriers in HIV 
Awareness and Education   

HLTH 6212; MPH/Graduate level; UNC 
Charlotte 

Fall 2023 
 

3. Developing Qualitative 
Research: Observations 
 

KNES 6110; MPH/Graduate level; UNC 
Charlotte 
 

Spring 2023 
 

4. Social Epidemiology and 

Health Disparities: HIV 

Focused Approaches 

HD/PHS 5254; Social Epidemiology and 

Health Inequalities, Virginia Tech 
 

Spring 2023 
 

5. Research Dissemination: 
Considerations for Academic 
Vs. Community and 
Practitioner Engagement 

HLTH 8602; Communication and 

Dissemination; Doctoral/Graduate level; 

UNC Charlotte 

Spring 2022 

6. Social Networks, Social Capital, 

and HIV Prevention 

HLTH 3103; Theories of Behavior Change; 

Undergraduate level, UNC Charlotte 

Fall 2021 

4.  Qualitative Methods for 

Program Evaluation 

HSRD 8261; Health Care Program 
Evaluation, Outcomes, 

and Quality; Doctoral level, UNC Charlotte 

Spring 2021 

5.  Gender Disparities and the 

LGBT Community 

Urban & Community Health Pathway 
Session; Medical and Pharmacy Students, 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

Spring 2018 
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6.  Mobilizing Organizations for 

Health Promotion: Theories of 

Organizational Change; and Key 

Interpersonal Functions and Health 

Outcomes 

Behavioral Science Theories in Public 
Health 

Practice; MPH Program in Behavioral and 

Community Health Sciences, Louisiana 

State University Health Sciences Center 

Spring 2013 

7.  National HIV/AIDS Behavioral 

Surveillance: Exploring the 

Existence of Gay Family Networks 

in New Orleans. 

Graduate Seminar, MPH Program in 
Behavioral and Community Health Sciences; 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences 
Center 

Fall 2011 

 

MENTORSHIP AND STUDENT SUPERVISION 

 

Primary Research Advisor, UNC Charlotte 
Name Program Research Area Year 

Lindsay Miller PhD Public Health Substance Use 2023 to date 

Sebastian Marin PHS MPH - Epidemiology HIV Prevention 2023 to date 

Alex Patton PhD Public Health Stigma and mental health 2019 to 2022 

 

Dissertation Committee Member, Current 
Name Program Research Area Year 

Megan McCommas PhD Health Psychology   LGBTQ+ health 2022 Graduate 

Rachel Uri PhD Health Psychology   Provider Stigma 2022 to date 

Kevin Benson PhD Public Health LGBTQ+ health 2024 to date 

Lindsay Miller PhD Public Health Harm Reduction 2024 to date 

Jesse Elkins PhD Public Health LGBTQ+ Health 2024 to date 

 

Independent Study 
Name Program Research Area Year 

Kevin Benson PhD Public Health Masculinity/ Trans Health 2023 

 

BSPH Internship 
Name Program Research Area Year 

Kate Franklin BSPH  Campus Events/OctoberTest 2023 

J. Sebastian Marin BSPH World AIDS Day  2022 

    

Supervised Students in Part-Time, Hourly, or Volunteer Research Activities, UNC Charlotte 

 
Name Description Research Project or Activity Year 

Sasha Green MPH Student HIV/STI Campus Events 2024 

Meg Hanff MPH Student HIV/STI Campus Events 2024 

Hayat Naqvi MPH Student HIV/STI Campus Events 2024 

Sofia Blankenship MPH Student HIV/STI Campus Events 2024 

Lindsay Miller PhD Student PrEP Initiative Manuscript 2023 

Sebastian Marin MPH Student CHAMPS Usability Study 2023 

Brianna Gorman MPH Student Paper Chase Program 2023 

Elsa Boehm High School Student Paper Chase Program 2023 



Zarwell 
Page 16 of 19 

 

M. Unique Kumtap MPH Student Paper Chase Program 2023 

J. Sebastian Marin BSPH Student Paper Chase Program 2023 

Ainella Rysbayeva Undergraduate Biology Paper Chase Program 2023 

Prashant Jha Undergraduate Biology Paper Chase Program 2023 

Rhoen Hoff Undergraduate Psychology Paper Chase Program 2023 

Sebastian Marin APHI Research Intern COVID-19 Policy 2022 to 2023 

Kavya Kumar 

Alyssa 

Benziger 

Roshna Ragunathan 

Neha Kissler 

Undergraduate volunteer 

APHI Research Assistant 

Undergraduate volunteer 

Undergraduate volunteer 

SCAN 

Study 

K&A 

Study 

GAPS 

Study 

GAPS Study 

2020-2021 

Summer 2021 

Summer 2021 

Summer 2021 

Val Viarenich Public Health – MPH K&A Study Spring 2021 

Alex Patton PhD Student APHI HIV Projects 2019-2022 

 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES – CHHS FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARD 

NOMINATIONS 

 
CHHS Exemplar in Graduate Teaching Nominated 2024 
CHHS Exemplar in Research Nominated 2024 
CHHS Exemplar in Mentoring Nominated 2024 
CHHS Exemplar in Mentoring Nominated 2023 
CHHS Exemplar in Community Engagement Nominated 2024 

CHHS Exemplar in Mentoring Nominated 2022 

CHHS Exemplar in Research Nominated 2022 

CHHS Exemplar in Graduate Teaching Nominated 2020 

 

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 
Library Liaison Volunteer Service 2023 
OctoberTest, 2023 Lead Event Planner 2023 

Intercollegiate World AIDS Day, 2022 Lead Event Planner 2022 

Intercollegiate World AIDS Day, 2021 Lead Event Planner 2021 

Undergraduate Research Journal Ad hoc reviewer 2021 

Mu Chapter of Phi Beta Delta Honor Society Member 2019 to 2020 

Women in Science Committee, MCW Member 2018-2019 

Women in Science Committee, MCW Award Reviewer 2017 

 

COLLEGE SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 
CHHS Annual Giving Unit Ambassador 2023 
CHHS Winter Celebration Co-Lead Event 

Planner 
2023 

National Public Health Week, 2023 Mentor/Advisor 2023 
   

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENCES SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
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PhD Public Health Program Committee Member 2024 to date 
Assistant Faculty Search Committee, Community 
Health  

Member 2023 

National Public Health Week (MPH Student Programs) Mentor 2022-2023 

Academy for Population Health Innovation (APHI) Core Team Member 2022 to date 

APHI HIV Working Group Co-Lead Facilitator 2021 to 2024 

MPH Syllabus Audit Sub-Committee Member 2023 

PhD Comps Restructure Sub-Committee Member 2023 

PhD CEPH Competencies and Syllabus Sub-committee Member 2023 

Postdoctoral Search Committee Member 2022 

Assistant/Associate Faculty Search Committee, PANU Member 2022 

APHI HIV Working Group Member 2019 to 2021 

PHS PhD Comprehensive Exam Committee Member 2020 to date 

PHS PhD Program Affiliate Faculty Member 2019 to 2024 

PhD Comprehensive Exams Committee Member 2020 to date 

Academy for Population Health Innovation (APHI) Member 2019 to date 

APHI HIV Working Group Member 2019 to date 

MPH Marketing Sub-Committee Member 2021 to 2022 

MPH Program Committee Member 2019 to date 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 

 
American Public Health Association 2019 to date 
North Carolina Public Health Association 2023 to date 

Society for Applied Anthropology 2009-2011 

American Anthropological Association 2009-2011 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 

Scientific Conference Moderator 

APHA Annual Conference, HIV Session 2020 

 

Ad-Hoc Scientific Journal Reviewer 

Archives of Sexual Behavior 2023 

Frontiers Public Health 2022 

Health Education Research 2022 to date 

Journal of Homosexuality 2021 to date 

UNC Charlotte Undergraduate Journal 2021 

Journal of Sex Research 2021 to date 

Evaluation and Program Planning 2020 

Culture, Health, and Sexuality 2020 

PLoS ONE 2018 to date 
Social Science and Medicine 2018 to date 
AIDS and Behavior 2012 to date 

 

Peer Reviewer – Conference Abstracts and Sponsorships 
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American Public Health Association (Scientific Abstracts) 2019 to date 

National HIV Prevention Conference (Scientific Abstracts) 2018 

National HIV Prevention Conference (Sponsorship applications) 2018 
  

Boards and Additional Memberships 

Scholars Strategy Network Member 2024 to date 

RAO Community Health; Board of Directors Member 2023 to date 

Carolinas LGBTQ+ Chamber of Commerce Member 2023 to date 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 

 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Volunteer 2021 to date 

Syphilis Summit Planning Group, Mecklenburg County Public Health Member 2022 

Culturally Linguistically Appropriate Services, Mecklenburg County Member 2021 to 2022 

TransNetwork Member 2019 to 2022 

Carolinas United to End (CUE) HIV Member 2019 to date 

G2Z Community Work Group, Mecklenburg County Public Health Member 2019 to date 

Greater Milwaukee Center for Health and Wellness, Patient Services Volunteer 2018 

National Transgender Health Summit, Oakland, CA Volunteer 2017 

Essence Festival, New Orleans, LA, HIV Counseling & Testing Volunteer 2013 

The Movement, New Orleans, LA, Community Outreach & HIV Testing Volunteer 2013 

United States Conference on AIDS, New Orleans, LA Volunteer 2013 

Syringe Exchange Program, New Orleans, LA, Outreach Volunteer 2012 

APHA Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA Volunteer 2012 

70th SfAA Annual Conference, Merida, Mexico Volunteer 2010 

 

PROFESSIONAL TRAININGS AS PARTICIPANT (*indicates pending/registered/upcoming trainings) 

 
*Dig DEEP Cohort (deferred enrollment to F’24 due to overlap with course taught)  *2024 

  

The Op-Ed Project: Write to Change the World, 2 Day Workshop  2024 

Integrating Memo Writing & Coding in Qualitative Analysis, Research Talk (Paul 
Mihas)  

2024 

Racial Equity Phase I Training (RJJ.org; selected to participate for CHHS) 2024 

Zine Workshop, UNC Charlotte 2023 

Get Ready to Teach Qualitative Research Methods, Virtual with Dr. Sarah Tracy 2023 

CHHS Systematic Review Workshop, UNC Charlotte 2023 

PHS Microaggressions Workshop Part II, UNC Charlotte 2023 

PHS Microaggressions Workshop Part I, UNC Charlotte 2023 

Time Out Youth Gender Cultural Sensitivity Training, UNC Charlotte 2023 

Sexuality and Gender Equity (SAGE), UNC Charlotte 2022 

Infographic Workshop with Dr. Becca Krukowski, UNC Charlotte 2022 

Green Dot Bystander Intervention Training, UNC Charlotte 2022 
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Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Training, UNC Charlotte 2021 

LGBTQ Health Course Development Training Workshop, UNC Charlotte 2021 

Catalyst Bootcamp Fellow, Grant Writing Workshop, UNC Charlotte 2020 

Designing Effective Online Courses, Digital Learning Initiative, UNC System 2020 

Graduate Faculty Mentor Training, ADVANCE, UNC Charlotte 2019 

Catalyst Light – Seed Grants Mini Training, UNC Charlotte 2019 

Pivot and Foundation Database Workshop, UNC Charlotte 2019 

NIH Day, UNC Charlotte 2019 

Community Active Assailant Response Training, UNC Charlotte 2019 

Providing Exceptional Sexual Healthcare & Education for Transgender, Non-binary, and 

Gender Nonconforming/Diverse (TNG) People; Safe, Healthy, Strong Preconference 

Workshop, Milwaukee, WI 

2018 

HIV Prevention Intensive; National Transgender Health Summit Preconference 

Workshop, Oakland, CA 

2017 

Deconstructing Homophobia, Transphobia: A Way Forward; California STD/HIV 

Prevention Training Center and Center of Excellence for Transgender Health Staff, New 

Orleans, LA 

2015 

 


